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Display Module Driving System and

Digital to Analog Converter for Driving Display

Cross-Reference to Related Application
Under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), this application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional

Application No. 60/088,128, which was filed on June 4, 1998.

10 Field ofthe Inventtom
The invention is related to the field of drive systems for an active matrix (thin-

film transistor) liquid crystal display. More particularly, the invention relates to a
drive system which serially transfers segments of digital pixel data to multiple column
drivers over separate serial bus lines, wherein the column drivers arrange the segments

15 of digital pixel data in parallel, convert the segments into analog signals, and sample
the analog signals for driving column electrodes of an active matrix liquid crystal

display.

Background ofthe Invention
With recent progress in various aspects of active matrix (thin-film transistor)

20 liquid crystal display technology, the proliferation of active matrix displays has been
spectacular in the past several years. In an active matrix display, there is a gate
comprised of one transistor or switch corresponding to each display cell in the matrix.
An active matrix display is operated by first applying select voltages to a row electrode
to activate the gates of that row of cells, and second applying appropriate analog data

25 voltages to the column electrodes to charge each cell in the selected row to a desired
voltage level.

Typically, active matrix liquid crystal displays include drive systems which
drive analog data voltages to the column electrodes using column drivers. Multiple
column drivers are used to support all of the rows in the display. For example, in a

30 matrix display having pixel dimensions of 1024 x 768, there are actually 3072 subpixels
or display cells per row (each pixel having a red subpixel, a green subpixel, and a blue
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subpixel). Accordingly, there may be up to eight column drivers needed for such a

display, with each column driver preferably supporting 384 subpixels or display cells.

Typically, each subpixel is represented by digital pixel data having a bit depth of six or

eight bits. Bit depth indicates the number of bits available per subpixel to control the

5 brightness of the red, green or blue displayed for that subpixel. Pixel depth may vary

depending upon the drive system. Accordingly, in a conventional drive system, each

column driver is loaded with at least 2304 bits (6 bits per subpixel x 384 subpixels). Bits

are all loaded into the column drivers sequentially over a single parallel bus line, such

that each column driver is loaded one after the other.

to Once all bits for 384 subpixels have been loaded into any one column driver, a

digital storage register is used to hold the digital pixel data until all eight column

drivers are loaded. After all eight column drivers have been loaded, the digital pixel

data for each subpixel is converted into an analog red, green or blue signal. This is

typically accomplished by using one digital to analog converter per subpixel in each

/5 column driver. Accordingly, each column driver is required to have 384 digital to

analog converters. The converters may be eight bit or six bit converters depending

upon the bit depth of the drive system. Thus, this requires a large number of digital to

analog converters, with each converter occupying a significant amount of die space

depending upon whether it is a six bit or eight bit converter. Moreover, in a

20 conventional embodiment, the digital to analog converters are designed to all operate

at the same rate such that all RGB analog signals are produced for all 384 subpixels at

the same time. Accordingly, such designs are extremely difficult and highly expensive.

Once all column decoders have converted the digital pixel data for each

subpixel into RGB analog signals, the analog signals are typically passed through a

25 buffer in order to generate sufficient current for driving the column electrodes of an

active matrix liquid crystal display.

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional active matrix liquid crystal display drive

system. As shown, the conventional system includes an active matrix liquid crystal

display 100 having a resolution of 1024 pixels x 768 pixels. The display is driven by

30 gate modules 180a through 180d and column drivers 160 through 160h. Due to spatial

limitations, FIG.l only shows column drivers 160a, 160b, 160c and 160h; however, it is
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understood that in a conventional drive system for driving a display of resolution 1024
pixels x 768 pixels, eight column drivers are used, with each column driver supporting
384 subpixels or memory cells. As shown in FIG.l, a timing controller 110 is coupled to
each of the column drivers 160a through 160h through a parallel data bus line 150 The

> timing controller 110 is also coupled to each of the gate modules 180a through 180d for
providing row voltages in order to activate the display cells in each row.

The timing controller 110 provides digital display data, for an image to be
displayed, to the column drivers in the form of digital pixel data on a row by row
basis. The digital pixel data is provided in parallel using the parallel data bus line 150
A master dock signal MCLOCK 112 is used to control the rate at which the digital pixel
data is transferred over the parallel data bus line 150. The timing controller 110
receives digital display data, for an image to be displayed, from some external source
one display row of information at a time and stores the information. The external
source may be a hard disk drive in a computer, a CD-Rom drive, a flash memory card
or some other appropriate external storage device. Alternatively, the external source
may be consist of an intranet or the internet. The digital display data is received as
digital pixel data. The timing controller 110 stores the digital pixel data in a memory
array (not shown) within the timing controller. The timing controller 110 then
transfers the digital pixel data out to the column drivers 160a through 160h, in parallel
using the parallel data bus line 150 and the master clock MCLOCK signal 112. As each
row of the image to be displayed is transferred out to the column drivers over the
parallel data bus line 150, a next row of digital pixel data is received and stored in the
internal memory of the timing controller 110.

Each pixel supports a red subpixel, a green subpixel and a blue subpixel. In
most video display applications, each pixel has a six or eight bit pixel depth. This
means that each red, green and blue subpixel requires six or eight bits, such that the
parallel data bus line 150 must be 36 or 48 bit lines wide. This is because the digital

pixel data is typically transferred over the parallel data bus line 150 two pixels at a time
- i.e. two pixels per MCLOCK pulse at a clock rate of 65 MHz for six bit pixel depth
applications. Accordingly, in the prior art drive system illustrated in FIG. 1, the

parallel data bus line 150 is shown as a thirty-six bit bus line, which transfers two
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eighteen bit pixels at a time (RO (5:0), GO (5:0), BO (5:0)) and (Rl(5:0), Gl(5:0), Bl(5:0))

per MCLOCK signal pulse at a clock rate of 65 MHz.

Each of the column drivers 160a through 160h is coupled to the parallel data bus

line 150. In the prior art, the column drivers 160a through 160h are loaded with the

5 digital pixel data sequentially, receiving two pixels at a time. Accordingly, in the prior

art drive system of FIG. 1, the first column driver 160a is loaded with digital pixel data

from the controller 100 until all 384 subpixels have been loaded into the first column

driver 160a. A shift register or some other appropriate device is preferably used to

track the loading process. Once the first column driver 160a has been fully loaded, an

jo enable signal 165 is then activated from the first column driver 160a to the second

column driver 160b, thereby allowing the second column driver 160b to begin

downloading digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line 150. Again, the second

column driver 160b includes a shift register or some other appropriate device to track

the loading process. Once the second column driver 160b has loaded all 384 subpixels,

; 5 its enable signal 165 is activated from the second column driver 160b to the third

column driver 160c, thereby allowing the third column driver 160c to begin

downloading digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line 150. This process

continues until all of the column drivers have been loaded.

Once all of the column drivers 160a through 160h have been loaded. The

20 timing control sends a load signal 115 to each of the column drivers 160a through 160h

instructing them to begin converting the digital pixel data for each subpixel into analog

red, green or blue signals. The digital pixel data for each subpixel in the column

drivers 160a through 160h is then converted into an analog voltage. This is

accomplished by loading each subpixel into a digital to analog converter. The load

25 signal 115 from the timing control instructs all of the column drivers to load each

subpixel into the digital to analog converter. Thus, each column driver 160a through

160h requires 384 different digital to analog converters in order to convert each

subpixel into a red, green or blue analog signal. Accordingly, in the prior art

embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, each digital to analog converter must be a six bit

30 converter and the conversion of each subpixel from digital pixel data to an analog

signal occurs after all the column drivers have been loaded and the timing controller

4
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110 has sent the load signal 115. It is understood that although the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1 shows a six bit depth per subpixel, the prior art may also typically

use an eight bit pixel depth, thereby requiring 384 eight bit digital to analog converters

(one for each subpixel).

After the digital pixel data for each subpixel has been converted into an analog

signal, each of the analog red, green and blue signals are then passed through a buffer,

in order to generate sufficient current levels, and applied to the column electrodes on
an entire row basis. Thus, all red, green and blue analog signals for each subpixel in a

row are applied to the column electrodes at the same time so the entire row is

displayed in synch. The entire process illustrated above is repeated on a row by row
basis until the entire image to be displayed has been transferred, converted, and
displayed.

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional block diagram of a conventional column driver

160. As shown, the conventional column driver 160 includes a data register 200, for

loading the digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line 150, and a shift register 210
for keeping track of the loading process. The conventional column driver 160 also

includes a separate hold register 220 for holding the 384 subpixel data once the

complete row data for that particular column driver has been loaded from the parallel

data bus line 150. In this way, the conventional column driver 160 can continue to

20 sample digital pixel data for a next row in the display while it processes the 384

subpixel data received for the current row.

Digital pixel data is loaded into the data register 200 of the column driver in

parallel 36 bits or two pixels at a time. The shift register 210 is preferably a 64 stage

shift register. Each time 36 bits or two pixels are loaded into the data register 200 of

the column driver, the shift register 210 increments one stage. Accordingly, as the first

36 bits or two pixels are loaded in parallel from the parallel data bus line 150, into the

data register 200, the shift register 210 increments one stage. As the next 36 bits or two
pixels are loaded in parallel into the data register 200, the shift register 210 increments

another stage. When all 128 pixels have been loaded into the data register 200, the shift

register 210 increments to a final 64th stage, thereby triggering the column driver 160a

to send an enable signal 165 to the next column driver 160b so that the next column

25

30
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driver 160b can begin downloading digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line

150.

Once all 128 pixels have been loaded into the data register 200, the timing

controller 110 sends a load signal 115 to the hold register 220, and all 128 pixels are

5 transferred to the hold register 220, in parallel, for holding. In this way, once the last

column driver 160h has been fully loaded, the first column driver 160a can once again

begin downloading digital pixel data from the parallel bus line 150 into its data register

200.

A conventional column driver further includes 384 digital to analog converters

10 (one for each subpixel). Once all of the digital pixel data for each subpixel in the

complete row has been loaded into all the column drivers 160a through 160h, each six

bit subpixel (red, green and blue) is converted within each column driver 160a through

160h into an analog red, green or blue signal which is then buffered and driven to the

column electrodes of the display. Accordingly, each column driver requires 384 digital

75 to analog converters, one for each subpixel, and the converters may be six bit or eight

bit converters (depending upon the bit depth of the particular drive system involved).

After all of the digital pixel data in all column drivers have been converted into analog

signals, the analog red, green and blue signals are buffered in order to generate

sufficient current and driven to the column electrodes of the display.

20 Typically, one row of data is provided in 16 ^isec one pixel at a time at a pixel

rate of 65MHz or two pixels at a time at a pixel rate of 32.5 MHz. This 16 usee is

divided between the column drivers since each column driver receives digital pixel

data sequentially - i.e. after the previous column driver has received all of its digital

pixel data and the enable signal has been activated. Accordingly, as one can see, the

25 amount of time required to transfer the data to each column driver and convert the

data into analog voltages is limited. As active matrix displays become larger, the

implementation and performance of the drive system becomes increasingly difficult to

design. The number of column drivers is increased and the amount of time it takes for

data to be loaded into each column driver and converted to analog signals is

30 decreased, such that the drivers must perform faster as the number of pixels or display

resolution increases.

6
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Accordingly, what is needed is a more efficient system and method for driving
an active matrix liquid crystal display such that as the number of pixels or display -

resolution increases, the system and method continues to perform efficiently.

Summary ofthe Invention

The invention is for an improved display module driving system having six

digital to analog converters per column driver instead of 384 digital to analog

converters. Moreover, unlike conventional drive systems, the improved display

module driving system does not use a parallel data bus line; but, rather transfers data
serially to each of the column drivers at the same time. This configuration reduces EMI
and current consumption and increases processing time allocated for each of the

column drivers to perform the digital to analog conversion.

In one aspect of the invention, the driving system includes a controller which
serially provides digital display data to multiple column drivers via dedicated serial

bus lines rather than one parallel data bus line. The serial bus lines may be two or
three bit lines depending upon the number of bits used per RGB subpixel. By having
the digital pixel data transferred serially to each column driver over dedicated serial

bus lines, rather than transferring the pixel data in parallel over a single parallel bus
line, each column driver can receive and process the digital display data at the same
time, thereby allowing each column driver more time in which to process the parallel

pixel data.

In a further aspect of the invention, the driving system includes multiple

column drivers for driving column electrodes of an active matrix liquid crystal display.

Each column driver receives digital pixel data serially over a dedicated bus line and
arranges the digital pixel data in parallel. Once the digital pixel data has been
arranged into parallel, each subpixel is converted into an analog signal at an earlier

stage of the column driver than in the prior art. The analog signals are then sampled
and held until all column drivers have converted their digital pixel data. Since the

conversion is done at an earlier stage, each column driver only requires six digital to

analog converters rather than 384 digital to analog converters.

In a further aspect of the invention, each column decoder comprises an analog
sample and hold module which includes six pairs of sample and hold capacitors and

9963513A2_I_>
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two different sets of switches. The analog signals are selectively sampled and used to

charge one of the capacitors in each of the six pairs of sample and hold capacitors.

Meanwhile, the other capacitor in each of the six pairs of sample and hold capacitors is

discharged, with the voltage stored on the capacitor being transferred from the

5 discharging capacitor to a column electrode in order to drive the display. In this way,

the sample and hold capacitors alternately store and release the analog voltages which

are used to drive the column electrodes of the display, thereby allowing the column

decoder to perform at a higher speed.

Description ofthe Drawings

10 FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional prior art active matrix liquid crystal display

drive system;

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional block diagram of a conventional column driver;

FIG. 3 illustrates a functional block diagram for a display drive system in

accordance with the present invention;

15 FIG. 4 illustrates the serial transfer of digital pixel data from the timing

controller to each of the individual column drivers in the system of the present

invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a functional block diagram for a preferred embodiment of a

controller used within a display drive system in accordance with the present invention;

20 FIG. 6 illustrates a functional block diagram for a preferred embodiment of a

column driver used within a display drive system in accordance with the present

invention; and

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram showing the operations of a preferred

embodiment for a column driver used with a display driver system in accordance with

25 the present invention.

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 3 illustrates a display drive system in accordance with the present

invention. An active matrix display is driven by gate modules 380a through 380d and

column drivers 340a through 340h. Due to spatial limitations, FIG .3 only shows

30 column drivers 340a, 340b, 340c and 340h. However, it is understood that in the drive

system of the present invention, in order to drive an active matrix display having a

8
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resolution of 1024 pixels x 768 pixels, eight column drivers are used, with each column
driver supporting 384 subpixels or memory cells the rows of the active matrix display.

As shown in FIG.3, a timing controller 300 is coupled to the eight column
drivers 340a through 340h and four gate modules 380a through 380d. The gate

modules 380a through 380d provide row voltages to the active matrix display in order
to activate the display cells in each row of the display. The timing controller 300 stores

digital pixel data for the image to be displayed and provides the digital pixel data to

the column drivers 340a through 340h. The digital data is preferably stored within a

pair of memory modules 310a and 310b within the timing controller 300.

The memory modules 310a and 310b are preferably each comprised of a matrix
of memory cells arranged into rows and columns. Digital pixel data for an image to be
displayed on the active matrix display are received by the timing controller 300 from
an exterior source, such as a CD-Rom, a hard disk drive, or a modem connected to the

intranet/internet. The digital pixel data for the image to be displayed is preferably

stored in each of the memory modules 310a and 310b of the timing controller on a row
by row basis as it is received. Preferably, the timing controller stores a first row of

digital pixel data in one of the memory modules 310a or 310b, while a second row of

digital pixel data is stored in the other memory module 310a or 310b. In this way,
when the digital pixel data are read from one memory module 310a or 310b, digital

pixel data for a next row in the image to be displayed can be loaded into the other

memory module 310a or 310b such that the two memory modules 310a and 310b are

alternatively read from and written to until all of the digital pixel data for each of the

rows of the image to be displayed have been processed and displayed. Alternatively,

the timing controller may utilize any other suitable memory device for temporary
storage of separate rows of digital pixel data, such that while one row is being stored in

the memory device another rows is being read from the memory device and processed
for display.

The timing controller 300 provides the digital pixel data to multiple column
drivers 340a through 340h for driving the column electrodes of an active matrix liquid

crystal display. Unlike conventional display driving systems, the timing controller 300
of the present invention is coupled to each of the multiple column drivers 340a through

ISDOCID: <WO 9963513A2J_>
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340h by multiple dedicated bus lines 325a through 325h, with one dedicated bus line

per column driver. Preferably, each dedicated bus line 325a through 325h is a three bit

bus line. Alternatively, each dedicated bus line may be a two bit bus line.

In operation, digital pixel data for an entire row are retrieved by the timing

5 controller 300, from a memory in the timing controller 300, on a parallel basis for each

of the column drivers 340a through 340h. The digital pixel data is then divided into

eight parallel segments, with one parallel segment for each column driver 340a

through 340h. The digital pixel data in each parallel segment is then converted into

serial and transferred to the column drivers 340a through 340h through the dedicated

10 bus lines 325a through 325h. Accordingly, the complete digital pixel data for a single

row in the image to be displayed is transferred to each of the column drivers 340a

through 340h concurrently, such that any one column driver receives its individual

segment of serial digital pixel data at the same time each of the other column drivers

receives their individual segment of serial digital pixel data. Accordingly, each column

15 driver 340a through 340h is able to begin processing its segment of serial digital pixel

data without having to wait for digital pixel data to be transferred to each of the other

column drivers. Therefore, unlike conventional column drivers, the column drivers

340a through 340h of the present invention do not require an enable signal before they

are loaded.

20 More specifically, the digital pixel data for display across a first row of an active

matrix liquid crystal display is retrieved from the memory of the timing controller 300

and divided or broken into segments.^ Preferably, each segment is 128 pixels in length

or 384 RGB subpixels. Each segment of digital pixel data is then serially transferred to

a corresponding column driver 340a through 340h over the appropriate corresponding

25 dedicated bus line 325a through 325h. Thus, digital pixel data from a first segment is

serially transferred to column driver 340a over dedicated bus line 325a; while, at the

same time, digital pixel data from a last segment is transferred to column driver 340h

over dedicated bus line 325h. In this way, the digital pixel data is transferred to each

column driver serially such that each column driver receives the digital pixel data

30 which corresponds with its segment of the row, without having to wait for the

previous column drivers to receive their respective segments.

10
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FIG. 4 further illustrates the concept of how digital pixel data is transferred from
the timing controller 300 to each of the individual column drivers 340a through 340h. -

FIG. 4 shows a stream of digital pixel data 400 which represents a row in the active

matrix liquid crystal display 100. The complete digital pixel data is actually made up
of 1024 pixels which is comprised of 18,432 bits, with each pixel in the row having a red

subpixel of six bits in length, a green subpixel of six bits in length, and a blue subpixel
of six bits in length. However, for simplicity sake in understanding the basic

operations of the present invention, the digital pixel data shown is made up of blocks
with each block representing a pixel. The total number of pixels is not the same and is

reduced for purposes of illustration.

As shown, in FIG. 4, the complete row of parallel digital pixel data is divided up
into eight sections 410a through 410h (one section for each column driver 340a through
340h). A first section 410a of the complete row of parallel digital pixel data is to be
transferred to column driver 340a, a second section 410b of the complete row of

parallel digital pixel data is to be transferred to column driver 340b, etc. However,
before the sections 410a through 410h are transferred to their respective column
drivers, they are each converted into a segment of serial digital pixel data, one pixel at

a time. The process of converting the sections from parallel digital pixel data to serial

digital pixel data progresses sequentially through all 128 pixels corresponding with the

column driver.

Accordingly, the first section of parallel digital pixel data 410a is converted into

a segment of serial digital pixel data one pixel at a time until all 28 pixels have been
converted. The segment of serial pixel data is then transferred serially over the

dedicated bus line 325a to the first column driver 340a. For a six bit pixel depth design
(wherein each subpixel is represented by six bits), the dedicated bus line 325a is

preferably two bits wide, such that two pixels may be serially transmitted over the

dedicated bus line 325 two bits at a time (one bit over each bitline) for each MCLOCK
pulse. Accordingly, all bits for the red subpixels, the green subpixels and the blue

subpixels in two pixels are serially transmitted over the two bit lines within 18

MCLOCK pulses. The 128 pixels of data sent to a single column driver will require

1152 clock cycles at one bit per line per clock cycle for a clock rate of 65MHz.

11

.9963513A2_1_>



PCT/US99/12653

In an alternative embodiment for an eight bit pixel depth design (wherein each

subpixel is represented by eight bits), each dedicated bus line is three bit lines wide, -

such that three bits are transmitted at the same time (one over each bit line) for each

MCLOCK pulse. Accordingly, in this alternative embodiment, all bits for the red

5 subpixel, the green subpixel and the blue subpixel are serially transmitted over the

three bit lines within 16 MCLOCK pulses. The 128 pixels of data sent to a single

column driver will require 1024 clock cycles at one bit per line per clock cycle for a

clock rate of 65MHz. Alternately, the digital pixel data may be sent at half the clock

rate and sampled on both rising and falling edges of the clock pulse.

10 A second section of parallel digital pixel data 410b is converted into a segment

of serial digital pixel data one pixel at time until all 128 pixels have been converted.

The segment of serial pixel data is then transferred over dedicated bus line 325b to the

second column driver 340b, preferably two pixels at a time. Once again, in the

preferred embodiment for a six bit pixel depth (wherein each subpixel is represented

15 by six bits), the dedicated bus line 325b is preferably two bits wide, such that all bits for

the red subpixels, the green subpixels and the blue subpixels in two pixels are serially

transmitted over the two bit lines within 18 MCLOCK pulses.

The process is the same for all eight sections 410a through 41Oh of the complete

row of parallel digital pixel data. All eight sections 410a through 41Oh are converted

20 into segments of serial digital pixel data, which are then transferred to the appropriate

column driver 340a through 340h, over a corresponding dedicated bus line 325a

through 325h. It is understood that alternative embodiments may exist in the transfer

of the segments of serial digital pixel data from the timing controller 300 to the column

drivers 340a through 340h so long as the parallel digital pixel data is divided up into

25 sections, the sections are arranged in serial segments of digital pixel data, and the

segments of digital pixel data are transmitted over the dedicated bus lines 325a

through 325h.

FIG. 5 illustrates a preferred embodiment for a timing controller 200 used within

a display drive system in accordance with the present invention. As shown the

30 controller 200 includes a driver and gate timing control circuit 500, a data path control

circuit 510, two separate memory modules 520a and 520b and a parallel to serial

12
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converter 525. In a preferred embodiment, the two separate memory modules are able
to hold 1024 digital pixel data having six bit red, green and blue subpixels, such that-

each memory can store 18432 bits of digital pixel data (1024 pixels x 3 subpixels x 6 bits

per subpixel). In an alternative embodiment, each of the two separate memory
modules are able to hold 1024 pixels of digital pixel data having eight bit red, green
and blue subpixels, such that each memory can store 24576 bits of digital data (1024
pixels x 3 subpixels x 8 bits per subpixel). Each memory is preferably matrix of

memory cells arranged in rows and columns. Alternatively, any other appropriate
temporary data storage means may be used as memory

Digital pixel data is read in through the six bit RGB signal lines from an external
source, such as a CD-Rom and stored in the two separate memory modules 525a and
525b on a row-by-row basis. Accordingly, digital pixel data for a first row of a 1024
pixel image is stored in the first memory. As that data is read out into the column
drivers, digital pixel data for a second row of a 1024 pixel image is stored in the second
memory. When all of the data from the first memory has been transferred to the
column drivers, the second memory begins transferring the digital pixel data for the
second row out to the column decoders while the first memory stores the data for the
third row of the image. This way, while one memory is reading out data to the column
drivers, the other memory is receiving in data from the external source, such as a CD-
Rom. The data path control circuit 510 controls which memory receives the input
digital image data from the external source and which memory reads out digital pixel

data to the column drivers.

In the present invention, the controller 200 includes a parallel so serial data
converter 525. Unlike convention controllers, the digital pixel data is provided serially

to each of the column drivers 340a through 340h, over dedicated bus lines 325a
through 325h rather than a parallel data bus line. The parallel to serial data converter

525 retrieves data from the memory in parallel and divides the data into segments,
wherein the number of segments is equal to the number of column drivers. Each
segment is then converted into serial data and transferred to the appropriate column
driver via the corresponding dedicated bus line.

13
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FIG. 6 illustrates a preferred embodiment for a column driver 340a used within

a display drive system in accordance with the present invention. As shown, the

column driver 340a includes a frequency divider 610 which is coupled to a shift

register 630, which is further coupled to an analog sample and hold module 640. The

column driver 340a further includes a serial to parallel converter 620 which is coupled

between the frequency divider 610 and a digital to analog converter module 625. The

digital to analog converter module 625 is comprised of six individual digital to analog

converters 635a through 635f . The digital to analog converter module 625 is also

coupled to the analog sample and hold module 640. Finally, the column driver

includes a buffer 650 which is coupled to the analog sample and hold module.

In operation, the column driver 340a receives the segments of serial digital pixel

data at the serial to parallel converter 620 and converts the digital pixel data from serial

format into parallel, such that each subpixel (red, green and blue) is rearranged into six

parallel bits. Preferably, the parallel digital pixel data is then fed into the digital to

analog converter module 625 two pixels at a time over a thirty six bit bus line, such that

each of the six digital to analog converters 635a through 635f receives one six bit

subpixel.

As explained above, the digital to analog converter module 625 is preferably

comprised of six individual digital to analog converters 635a through 635f, with each

individual digital to analog converter 635a through 635f configured for converting a

six bit subpixel from digital pixel data into an analog signal. The digital to analog

converter module 625 preferably has at least sixteen different reference voltages.

Therefore, each six bit subpixel is converted into one of the at least sixteen different

reference voltages. Accordingly, there are two pixels input to the digital to analog

converter 625 and six analog signals are output, one analog signal for each six bit red,

green and blue subpixel in the two pixels.

In an alternative embodiment, the digital pixel data may be transferred to the

digital to analog converter module 625 more than two pixels at a time. In this

alternative embodiment, the digital to analog converter module 625 would require

more than six individual digital to analog converters 635a through 635f For example,

the digital to analog converter 625 may receive the digital pixel data four pixels at a

14

99635 13A2_1_>



WO 99/63513 PCT/US99/12653

time over a 72 bitline bus. However, unlike the prior art, in the present invention it is

not required that all subpixels be converted at the same time and, accordingly, 384 -

digital to analog converters are not needed. Moreover, it is understood that the

number of references voltages may be varied and alternate embodiments having more
or less reference voltages are intended to be covered herein.

Preferably, six analog signals are output from the digital to analog converter

module 625 after every two pixels are converted, one analog signal for each digital to

analog converter 635a through 635h. The analog signals are output over a six line bus
which is sampled by the sample and hold module 640. The frequency divider 610 and
the shift register 630 control the sampling rate of the sample and hold module 640.

Preferably, the shift register 630 is preferably a 64 stage shift register, wherein six

analog signals (one for each subpixel in two pixels) are sampled at each stage.

Accordingly; as the digital to analog converter module 625 converts the digital pixel

data, two pixels at a time, it outputs six analog signals which are then sampled as the
shift register cycles through each of its 64 stages. Therefore, by the time the shift

register 630 has cycled through to its sixty-fourth stage, all 384 different analog signals

(one for each subpixel) have been sampled: In this way, after cycling through all 64
stages, three different red, green and blue analog signals for each of the 128 pixels have
been completely sampled by each column driver. The sample and hold circuit

preferably uses a dual capacitor arrangement such that the analog signals for each of
the two pixels can be sampled and stored in each of the capacitors alternatively.

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram showing the operations of a preferred

embodiment for a column driver used with a display driver system in accordance with
the present invention. Each column driver includes 64 stages, wherein there are six

analog signals output from each stage. For simplicity of understanding and due to

spatial constraints, only the first three stages 702a through 702c have been shown in

FIG. 7. However, as is shown in the diagram of FIG. 7, and explained further below,
the stages 702b and 702c are identical in structure and performance. Moreover, the

other 61 stages which are not depicted in FIG. 7 are also share the same structure and
performance as those shown in stages 702b and 702c of FIG. 7. Accordingly, it is not

15

9963513A2_I_>



WO 99/63513 PCT/US99/12653

necessary to show all 64 stages in order to understand the operations of a column

driver designed in accordance with the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, each stage 702a through 702c contains a flip flop 710 having

a data input D and two outputs Q and QN. Preferably, the flip flop 710 is used as a

5 latch having a clock signal input which activates the latch whenever the clock signal is

active. The clock signal is actually the sampling clock signal 660 which is output from

the frequency divider 610 in the column driver, as shown in FIG. 6. In the preferred

embodiment, each flip flop 710 is activated when the sampling clock signal 660

transitions from low to high. The flip flops 710 are each used to activate their

J0 corresponding stage 702a through 702c, such that the first flip flop 710a activates stage

702a, the second flip flop 710b activates stage 702b, and so on. Operations of the flip

flops 710 are described in further detail herein.

Each stage further contains a first set of six switches 780 (indicated as 780a

through 780c and surrounded by broken lines in FIG. 7) and six pairs of analog sample

IS and hold capacitors. The six pairs of analog sample and hold capacitors are each

comprised of a first capacitor and a second capacitor, with the anodes of the first

capacitor in each pair being coupled to a respective switch terminal A, and the anodes

of the second capacitor in each pair being coupled to a respective switch terminal B.

The cathodes of both capacitors in each pair of the six pairs of analog sample and hold

20 capacitors are coupled to a ground signal.

The flips flops 710 are all coupled to the sampling clock signal 660 which is

output from the frequency divider 610 (FIG. 6). The data input D to the first flip flop

710a in each column driver is coupled to the enable signal from the timing controller

200 (Fig. 5) . The data input D of each subsequent flip flop in the other 63 stages is

25 coupled to the output Q from the previous flip-flop. This configuration embodies the

shift register 630 of the column driver.

In referring to FIG. 7, it should be readily understood how the shift register 630

operates and cycles through 64 stages. When the enable signal and the sampling clock

signal are both active, the first stage flip flop 710a latches the enable signal through to

30 its output Q. Since the output Q from the first stage flip flop 710a is coupled to the

data input D of the second stage flip flop 710b, the next time the sampling clock signal
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and the enable signal are both active, the second stage flip flop 710b latches the enable
signal through to its output Q. Once again, since the outputQ from the second stage -

flip flop 710b is coupled to the data input D of the third stage flip flop 710c, the next
time the sampling clock and the enable signal are both active, the enable signal is

5 latched through the third stage flip flop to its output Q. This process repeats through
64 stages until the enable signal has been latched through all 64 flip flops.

The outputs Q from each of the 64 flip flops are also coupled to first inputs A of
a pair of AND gates 750a and 750b. The inputs B of both AND gates 750a and 750b are
coupled to a load signal, with one of the inputs B on one of the AND gates 750b being

10 inverted. It is understood in referring to FIG. 7 that this configuration ensures that the
outputs from the AND gates 750a and 750b alternate, such that when the output from
one AND gate 750a is high, the output from the other AND gate 750b is low. The
outputs from both AND gates 750a and 750b are coupled to each of the six switches in
the first set of switches 780a through 780c, and are used to alternately activate the

15 switches. For example, when the output from one AND gate 750a goes high, the

switches are activated to a first position and when the output from the other AND gate
750b goes high, the switches are activated to a second position, thereby causing all six

switches in the first set of switches 780a through 780c to alternate back and forth

between first and second positions as the outputs from the two AND gates 750a and
20 750b alternate.

FIG. 8 shows a close-up view of the first stage 702a and further illustrates the

operations of the first set of switches 780a and the second set of switches 790a. It is

understood that the first set of switches 780a and the second set of switches 790a are

identical in configuration in each stage, accordingly, the switches operate the same way
25 in each stage. It is further understood that the first set of switches 780a in each stage

only operate when the output Q from the flip flop is valid for that stage.

As shown in FIG. 8, each stage contains six switches in a first set of switches

780a and six switches in a second set of switches. An end terminal C of each switch in

the first set of switches 780a is coupled to one of six analog signal lines (aO through a5)

30 which are output from the digital to analog converter 625 (FIG. 6). The analog signals

(aO through a5) represent the analog voltage for each of the subpixels in two separate
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pixels. Each switch in the first set of switches 780a also has a first terminal A and a

second terminal B such that when the switch is in a first position, the end terminal C is

couple to the first terminal A, and when the switch is a second position, the end

terminal C is coupled to the second terminal B. The first terminal A is coupled to an

5 anode of a first capacitor in a corresponding pair of capacitors from the six pairs of

capacitors. The terminal B of each switch is coupled to the anode of the second

capacitor in the corresponding pair of capacitors from the six pairs of capacitors.

The first set of switches 780a are used to couple one of the analog signal lines (aO

through a5) to one of the capacitors in a corresponding capacitor pair from the six pairs

JO of capacitors, in order to store the analog voltage level from the analog signal line (aO

through a5) for that subpixel onto one of the capacitors. Voltages are alternately stored

for each subsequent row, such that when each switch in the first set of switches 780a is

in the first position, the voltage level for the corresponding subpixels in a particular

row are stored on the first capacitors in each of the six capacitor pairs and when each

15 switch in the first set of switches 780a is in the second position, the voltage level for the

corresponding subpixels in a subsequent row are each stored on the second capacitors

in the six capacitor pairs.

Further, as shown in FIG. 8, a second set of six switches 790a are present in each

of the 64 stages and are used to alternately transfer the voltages out from the sample

20 and hold capacitor pairs one row at a time. The voltages stored on each of the

capacitors in the six capacitor pairs are alternately transferred through the outputs of

the analog sample and hold module 640 to the buffer 650. Each switch in the second

set of six switches 790a is coupled to the load signal, which activates the switch. The

load signal alternates polarity as each new row of digital pixel data is to be displayed

25 in order to trigger operation of the six switches in the second set of switches 790a.

Again, each switch in the second set of switches 790a alternates between switch

terminals A and B. Additionally, each switch in the second set of switches 790a

includes an end terminal G which is coupled to one of the 384 outputs of the analog

sample and hold module 640. Each stage outputs 6 analog voltages to the column

30 electrodes of the display. There are 64 stages and, accordingly, there are 384 output

signals.
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In operation, the second set of switches 790a are arranged to switch in the

opposite direction from the first set of switches 780a, such that when each switch in -

the second set of switches 790a is in a first position, the switch terminal B is coupled to

the end terminal G and when each switch is in a second position, the switch terminal A
is coupled to the end terminal G. The second set of switches 790a through 790c are

alternately switched back and forth between terminals A and B in order to alternately

transfer the voltages stored on each of the capacitors out to the column electrodes on a

row by row basis.

Accordingly, to summarize the operation of the first and second sets of switches

780a and 790a, when each stage is activated by the Q output from its corresponding
flip flop 710, each switch in the first set of switches 780a transitions from one position

to another in order to alternately store the analog signals (aO through a5) on each of the
capacitors in the six capacitor pairs. Accordingly, if each switch in the first set of

switches 780a transitions to a first position, the first capacitor in each capacitor pair is

connected to one of the analog voltage signal lines (aO through a5) through terminal C
such that the corresponding voltage is then stored on the first capacitor through switch
terminals C and A. At the same time, each switch in the second set of switches 790a
also transitions in order to alternately transfer the stored voltages out to a buffer 650 in

order to drive the column electrodes. Therefore, using the same example provided
earlier in describing the operation of the first set of switches 780a, when the first set of

switches 780a are each in a first position, each switch in the second set of switches 790a
is also in a first position such that the_second capacitor in each capacitor pair is

connected to the buffer 650 through terminal G such that the voltage which was
previously stored on that second capacitor is driven through switch terminals B and G
to the buffer. Therefore, the analog voltages from the voltage signal lines (aO through
a5) are alternately stored and transferred, such that while one capacitor in the pair is

storing the appropriate voltage level for the subpixel in a subsequent or next row, the

other is providing a previously stored voltage level for the subpixel in the current row
to the buffer in order to drive the column electrodes.

Finally, the 384 outputs from each of the six capacitor pairs in all 64 stages of the

analog sample and hold module 640 are each coupled to an individual buffer within
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the buffer module 650. The individual buffers receive the analog voltage levels from

the capacitors through the second set of switches and generate sufficient current levels

in order to drive the column electrodes of the display.

While the present invention has been described in terms of six and eight bit

pixel depth, it is understood that the invention is not intended to be limited to the same

and may be utilized in alternate designs having greater or smaller pixel depth.

Moreover, although the invention has been described in terms of driving a display

having a resolution of 1024 pixels x 768 pixels, it is understood that the invention is not

intended to be limited to such a display resolution; but, rather, is intended for future

implementation in larger scale displays, In such a case, additional column drivers

designed in conformity with the specifics details and embodiments set forth herein

may be utilized. Because all column drivers receive their segment of the digital pixel

data for the row to be displayed at the same time, the number of column drivers and

the size of the display may be increased more easily than that which was available in

prior art drive system designs.

996351 3A2J >
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1. A display drive system comprising:

a plurality of column drivers; and

a timing controller coupled to each column driver in the plurality of

column drivers, for providing a row of digital pixel data to the

plurality of column drivers, wherein the digital pixel data is

divided into segments and each segment is serially provided to

one of the column drivers in the plurality of column drivers via a

dedicated serial bus coupled between the timing controller and the

column driver such that the entire row of digital pixel data is

provided to the plurality of column drivers at the same time.

2. The display drive system of claim 1, wherein each column driver in the

plurality of column drivers comprises a serial to parallel converter which receives the

serially provided segment of digital pixel data and rearranges the segment into parallel

pixel data until all of the pixels in the segment have been received and arranged into

parallel.

3. The display drive system of claim 2, wherein each column driver in the

plurality of column drivers further comprises a digital to analog converter module

coupled to the serial to parallel converter, for converting each pixel in the parallel pixel

data into analog red, green and blue signals.

4. The display drive system of claim 3 wherein the digital to analog

converter module converters the parallel pixel data into analog red, green and blue

signals two pixels at a time, such that there are six digital to analog converters within

the digital to analog converter module, with a first digital to analog converter

generating an analog red signal for a first pixel, a second digital to analog converter
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generating an analog green signal for the first pixel, a third digital to analog converter

generating an analog blue signal for the first pixel, a fourth digital to analog converter

generating an analog red signal for a second pixel, a fifth digital to analog converter

generating an analog green signal for the second pixel, and a sixth digital to analog

5 converter generating an analog blue signal for the second pixel.

5. The display drive system of claim 3, wherein each column driver in the

plurality of column drivers further comprises an analog sample and hold module

coupled to the digital to analog converter module for sampling the analog red, green

and blue signals for each pixel in the parallel pixel data, one group of pixels at a time.

10 6. The display driver system of claim 5, wherein the analog sample and

hold module samples the analog red, green and blue signals of each pixel in the

parallel pixel data, two pixels at a time such that a total of six analog signals are

sampled at the same time.

7. The display driver system of claim 5, wherein the analog sample and

1 5 hold module includes a plurality of first capacitors, one first capacitor for sampling

each red, green and blue signal for each pixel in the group of pixels.

8. The display driver system of claim 5, wherein the analog sample and

hold circuit includes a plurality of firsTand second capacitor pairs, each first capacitor

for sampling the red, green and blue signal for each pixel in the group of pixels from

20 parallel pixel data for a first display row, each second capacitor for sampling the

analog red, green and blue signals for each pixel in the group of pixels from parallel

pixel data in a next display row.

9. The display driver system of claim 8, with each first capacitor providing

the sampled analog red, green and blue signals to a plurality of column electrodes
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while each second capacitor samples the analog red, green and blue signals for each

pixel in the group of pixels from parallel pixel data in the next display row.

10. A system for driving a display comprising:

a timing controller for receiving digital pixel data, dividing the digital

pixel data into a plurality of segments of digital pixel data and

serially providing the plurality of segments to a plurality of

column drivers; and

a plurality of column drivers, each column driver coupled to the timing

controller via a separate bus line, wherein each column driver

receives a particular segment in the plurality of segments via the

separate bus line, and further wherein each column driver

switches the serially provided segment of digital pixel data into

parallel digital pixel data, converts the parallel digital pixel data

into analog signals, and provides the analog signals to a plurality

of column electrodes for driving the display.

11 The system of claim 10, wherein the timing controller comprises:

a pair of first and second memory modules for receiving and storing the

digital pixel data, wherein a first row of digital pixel data is stored

in the first memory module and a second row of digital pixel data

is stored the second memory module;

a data path control circuit coupled to the pair of first and second memory
modules for routing the first row of digital pixel data to the first

memory module and routing the second row of digital pixel data

to the second memory module; and

a parallel to serial converter coupled to the pair of first and second

memory modules for retrieving the first row of digital pixel data

from the first memory module in a parallel format, dividing the

digital pixel data into a plurality of segments, converting each
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segment from parallel format into serial format, and providing

each segment in the plurality of segments to a corresponding

column driver in the plurality of column drivers via the separate

bus line.

5 12. The system of claim 11, wherein an enable signal is coupled between the

timing controller and each column driver in the plurality of column drivers and is used

to activate each column driver, thereby allowing the plurality of column drivers to

receive their respective segments at the same time.

13. The system of claim 10, wherein each column driver in the plurality of

10 column drivers comprises:

a serial to parallel converter for receiving the segment of serially

formatted digital pixel data over the separate bus line and

converting the segment into a parallel format one pixel at a time;

a digital to analog converter coupled to the serial to parallel converter for

1 5 converting each pixel in the parallel formatted segment of digital

pixel data into analog red, green and blue signals;

an analog sample and hold module coupled between the digital to analog

converter and the plurality of column electrodes for sampling the

analog red, green and blue signals of each pixel, storing the

20 sampled analog red, green and blue signals, and releasing the

samples of the analog red, green and blue signals to the plurality

of column electrodes for driving the display.

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the digital to analog converter module

25 converters each pixel in the parallel formatted segment of digital pixel data into analog

red, green and blue signals two pixels at a time, such that there are at least six digital to

analog converters within the digital to analog converter module, with a first digital to

analog converter generating an analog red signal for a first pixel, a second digital to

analog converter generating an analog green signal for the first pixel, a third digital to
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analog converter generating an analog blue signal for the first pixel, a fourth digital to

analog converter generating an analog red signal for a second pixel, a fifth digital to
-

analog converter generating an analog green signal for the second pixel, and a sixth

digital to analog converter generating an analog blue signal for the second pixel.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the analog sample and hold module

samples the analog red, green and blue signals of each pixel, two pixels at a time such

that a total of six analog signals are sampled at the same time.

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the analog sample and hold module

includes a plurality of sample and hold capacitor pairs having a first capacitor and a

second capacitor, and further wherein the first capacitor and the second capacitor in

each analog sample and hold module alternately store and release the samples of the

analog red, green and blue signals.

17. A timing controller for controlling a plurality of column drivers which

are each coupled to the timing controller via a separate bus line, in order to drive a

display, the timing controller comprising:

a pair of first and second memory modules for receiving and storing

digital pixel data, wherein a first row of digital pixel data is stored

in the first memory module and a second row of digital pixel data

is stored the second memory module;

a parallel to serial converter for retrieving the first row of digital pixel

data from the first memory module in a parallel format, dividing

the digital pixel data into segments, converting each segment from

parallel format into serial format, and providing each segment of

the serially formatted first row of digital pixel data to a

corresponding column driver in the plurality of column drivers

via the separate bus line.
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18. A column driver for driving a plurality of column electrodes of a display,

comprising:

a serial to parallel converter for serially receiving digital pixel data

representing a segment of a display row and converting the digital

pixel data into a parallel format;

a digital to analog converter coupled to the serial to parallel converter for

receiving the parallel formatted digital pixel data and converting

the parallel formatted digital pixel data into analog signals;

an analog sample and hold circuit for sampling the analog signals,

storing the samples and providing the samples of the analog

signals to a plurality of column electrodes for driving the display.

19. The column driver of claim 18, wherein the analog sample and hold

circuit includes a plurality of capacitor pairs having a first capacitor and a second

capacitor such that each capacitor may alternately store the analog signal samples and

provide the samples to the column electrodes.

20. A method for driving a display comprising the steps of

receiving a current row of digital pixel data and storing the current row

of digital pixel data in a first memory module;

retrieving the current row of digital pixel data in parallel format from the

first memory module, dividing the current row of digital pixel

data into a number of current row segments, converting each

current row segment into a current row serial data stream; and

providing each current row serial data stream to a corresponding column

driver in a plurality of column drivers, wherein each current row

serial data stream is provided to a corresponding column driver

via a dedicated bus line.
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21 The method of claim 20, further comprising the steps of:

receiving each current row serial data stream at the corresponding

column driver and converting the current row serial data stream

into current row parallel digital data one pixel at a time;

5 converting the current row parallel digital data into current row analog

red, green and blue signals;

sampling the current row analog red, green and blue signals and holding

the samples; and

providing the samples to a plurality of column electrodes for driving the
1° display.

22. The method of claim 20, comprising the further steps of:

receiving a next row of digital pixel data and storing the next row of

digital pixel data in a second memory module, and performing

this step while the steps of retrieving the current row of digital

pixel data from the first memory module and providing each

current row serial data stream are being performed;

retrieving the next row of digital pixel data in parallel from the second

memory module, dividing the next row of digital pixel data into a

number of next row segments, converting each next row segment
into a next row serial data stream; and

providing each next row serial data stream to a corresponding column
driver in the plurality of column drivers, wherein each next row
serial data stream is provided to a corresponding column driver

25 via a dedicated bus line.
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23. The method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of:

receiving each next row serial data stream at the corresponding column

driver and converting the next row serial data stream into parallel

digital data one pixel at a time;

5 converting the parallel digital data into analog red, green and blue

signals;

sampling the analog red, green and blue signals and holding the samples;

and

providing the samples to the plurality of column electrodes for driving

10 the display.

28
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Cross-Reference to Rplated Appt.tcaxiom
Under 35 US.C 119(e), this application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional

Application No. 60/088,128, which was filed on June 4, 1998.

10 Field ofthe Inventtom
The invention is related to the field of drive systems for an active matrix (thin-

film transistor) liquid crystal display. More particularly, the invention relates to a
drive system which serially transfers segments of digital pixel data to multiple column
drivers over separate serial bus lines, wherein the column drivers arrange the segments
of digital pixel data in parallel, convert the segments into analog signals, and sample
the analog signals for driving column electrodes of an active matrix liquid crystal

display.

Background ofthe Inventttom

With recent progress in various aspects of active matrix (thin-film transistor)

liquid crystal display technology, the proliferation of active matrix displays has been
spectacular in the past several years. In an active matrix display, there is a gate
comprised of one transistor or switch corresponding to each display cell in the matrix.
An active matrix display is operated by first applying select voltages to a row electrode
to activate the gates of that row of cells, and second applying appropriate analog data
voltages to the column electrodes to charge each cell in the selected row to a desired
voltage level.

Typically, active matrix liquid crystal displays include drive systems which
drive analog data voltages to the column electrodes using column drivers. Multiple
column drivers are used to support all of the rows in the display. For example, in a
matrix display having pixel dimensions of 1024 x 768, there are actually 3072 subpixels
or display cells per row (each pixel having a red subpixel, a green subpixel, and a blue

VJSDOCID: <WO 996351 3A2_IA>
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subpixel). Accordingly, there may be up to eight column drivers needed for such a

display, with each column driver preferably supporting 384 subpixels or display cells.

Typically, each subpixel is represented by digital pixel data having a bit depth of six or

eight bits. Bit depth indicates the number of bits available per subpixel to control the

5 brightness of the red, green or blue displayed for that subpixel. Pixel depth may vary

depending upon the drive system. Accordingly, in a conventional drive system, each

column driver is loaded with at least 2304 bits (6 bits per subpixel x 384 subpixels). Bits

are all loaded into the column drivers sequentially over a single parallel bus line, such

that each column driver is loaded one after the other.

JO Once all bits for 384 subpixels have been loaded into any one column driver, a

digital storage register is used to hold the digital pixel data until all eight column

drivers are loaded. After all eight column drivers have been loaded, the digital pixel

data for each subpixel is converted into an analog red, green or blue signal. This is

typically accomplished by using one digital to analog converter per subpixel in each

15 column driver. Accordingly, each column driver is required to have 384 digital to

analog converters. The converters may be eight bit or six bit converters depending

upon the bit depth of the drive system. Thus, this requires a large number of digital to

analog converters, with each converter occupying a significant amount of die space

depending upon whether it is a six bit or eight bit converter. Moreover, in a

20 conventional embodiment, the digital to analog converters are designed to all operate

at the same rate such that all RGB analog signals are produced for all 384 subpixels at

the same time. Accordingly, such designs are extremely difficult and highly expensive.

Once all column decoders have converted the digital pixel data for each

subpixel into RGB analog signals, the analog signals are typically passed through a

25 buffer in order to generate sufficient current for driving the column electrodes of an

active matrix liquid crystal display.

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional active matrix liquid crystal display drive

system. As shown, the conventional system includes an active matrix liquid crystal

display 100 having a resolution of 1024 pixels x 768 pixels. The display is driven by

30 gate modules 180a through 180d and column drivers 160 through 160h. Due to spatial

limitations, FIG.l only shows column drivers 160a, 160b, 160c and 160h; however, it is

2

BNSOOCID: <WO 99635 13A2_IA>



WO 99/63513
PCT/US99/12653

understood that in a conventional drive system for driving a display of resolution 1024
pixels x 768 pixels, eight column drivers are used, with each column driver supporting
384 subpixels or memory cells. As shown in FIG.l, a timing controller 110 is coupled to

each of the column drivers 160a through 160h through a parallel data bus line 150. The
timing controller 110 is also coupled to each of the gate modules 180a through 180d for
providing row voltages in order to activate the display cells in each row.

The timing controller 110 provides digital display data, for an image to be
displayed, to the column drivers in the form of digital pixel data on a row by row
basis. The digital pixel data is provided in parallel using the parallel data bus line 150
A master clock signal MCLOCK 112 is used to control the rate at which the digital pixel
data is transferred over the parallel data bus line 150. The timing controller 110
receives digital display data, for an image to be displayed, from some external source
one display row of information at a time and stores the information. The external
source may be a hard disk drive in a computer, a CD-Rom drive, a flash memory card
or some other appropriate external storage device. Alternatively, the external source
may be consist of an intranet or the internet. The digital display data is received as
digital pixel data. The timing controller 110 stores the digital pixel data in a memory
array (not shown) within the timing controller. The timing controller 110 then
transfers the digital pixel data out to the column drivers 160a through 160h, in parallel
using the parallel data bus line 150 and the master clock MCLOCK signal 112. As each
row of the image to be displayed is transferred out to the column drivers over the
parallel data bus line 150, a next row of digital pixel data is received and stored in the
internal memory of the timing controller 110.

Each pixel supports a red subpixel, a green subpixel and a blue subpixel. In
most video display applications, each pixel has a six or eight bit pixel depth. This
means that each red, green and blue subpixel requires six or eight bits, such that the
parallel data bus line 150 must be 36 or 48 bit lines wide. This is because the digital
pixel data is typically transferred over the parallel data bus line 150 two pixels at a time
- i.e. two pixels per MCLOCK pulse at a clock rate of 65 MHz for six bit pixel depth
applications. Accordingly, in the prior art drive system illustrated in FIG. 1, the
parallel data bus line 150 is shown as a thirty-six bit bus line, which transfers two
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eighteen bit pixels at a time (RO (5:0), GO (5:0), BO (5:0)) and (Rl(5:0), Gl(5:0), Bl(5:0))

per MCLOCK signal pulse at a clock rate of 65 MHz.

Each of the column drivers 160a through 160h is coupled to the parallel data bus

line 150. In the prior art, the column drivers 160a through 160h are loaded with the

5 digital pixel data sequentially, receiving two pixels at a time. Accordingly, in the prior

art drive system of FIG. 1, the first Column driver 160a is loaded with digital pixel data

from the controller 100 until all 384 subpixels have been loaded into the first column

driver 160a. A shift register or some other appropriate device is preferably used to

track the loading process. Once the first column driver 160a has been fully loaded, an

10 enable signal 165 is then activated from the first column driver 160a to the second

column driver 160b, thereby allowing the second column driver 160b to begin

downloading digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line 150. Again, the second

column driver 160b includes a shift register or some other appropriate device to track

the loading process. Once the second column driver 160b has loaded all 384 subpixels,

15 its enable signal 165 is activated from the second column driver 160b to the third

column driver 160c, thereby allowing the third column driver 160c to begin

downloading digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line 150. This process

continues until all of the column drivers have been loaded.

Once all of the column drivers 160a through 160h have been loaded. The

20 timing control sends a load signal 115 to each of the column drivers 160a through 160h

instructing them to begin converting the digital pixel data for each subpixel into analog

red, green or blue signals. The digital pixel data for each subpixel in the column

drivers 160a through 160h is then converted into an analog voltage. This is

accomplished by loading each subpixel into a digital to analog converter. The load

25 signal 115 from the timing control instructs all of the column drivers to load each

subpixel into the digital to analog converter. Thus, each column driver 160a through

160h requires 384 different digital to analog converters in order to convert each

subpixel into a red, green or blue analog signal. Accordingly, in the prior art

embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, each digital to analog converter must be a six bit

30 converter and the conversion of each subpixel from digital pixel data to an analog

signal occurs after all the column drivers have been loaded and the timing controller

4

3NSOOCID: <WO 9963513A2_IA>



10

15

20

25

30

WO 99/635,3
PCT/US99/126S3

110 has sent the load signal 115. It is understood that although the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1 shows a six bit depth per subpixel, the prior art may also typically

use an eight bit pixel depth, thereby requiring 384 eight bit digital to analog converters
(one for each subpixel).

After the digital pixel data for each subpixel has been converted into an analog
signal, each of the analog red, green and blue signals are then passed through a buffer,

in order to generate sufficient current levels, and applied to the column electrodes on
an entire row basis. Thus, all red, green and blue analog signals for each subpixel in a
row are applied to the column electrodes at the same time so the entire row is

displayed in synch. The entire process illustrated above is repeated on a row by row
basis until the entire image to be displayed has been transferred, converted, and
displayed.

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional block diagram of a conventional column driver
160. As shown, the conventional column driver 160 includes a data register 200, for
loading the digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line 150, and a shift register 210
for keeping track of the loading process. The conventional column driver 160 also
includes a separate hold register 220 for holding the 384 subpixel data once the
complete row data for that particular column driver has been loaded from the parallel

data bus line 150. In this way, the conventional column driver 160 can continue to

sample digital pixel data for a next row in the display while it processes the 384
subpixel data received for the current row.

Digital pixel data is loaded into the data register 200 of the column driver in

parallel 36 bits or two pixels at a time. The shift register 210 is preferably a 64 stage
shift register. Each time 36 bits or two pixels are loaded into the data register 200 of
the column driver, the shift register 210 increments one stage. Accordingly, as the first

36 bits or two pixels are loaded in parallel from the parallel data bus line 150, into the
data register 200, the shift register 210 increments one stage. As the next 36 bits or two
pixels are loaded in parallel into the data register 200, the shift register 210 increments
another stage. When all 128 pixels have been loaded into the data register 200, the shift

register 210 increments to a final 64th stage, thereby triggering the column driver 160a
to send an enable signal 165 to the next column driver 160b so that the next column

NSDOCID: <WO 9963513A2JA>
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driver 160b can begin downloading digital pixel data from the parallel data bus line

150.

Once all 128 pixels have been loaded into the data register 200, the timing

controller 110 sends a load signal 115 to the hold register 220, and all 128 pixels are

5 transferred to the hold register 220, in parallel, for holding. In this way, once the last

column driver 160h has been fully loaded, the first column driver 160a can once again

begin downloading digital pixel data from the parallel bus line 150 into its data register

200.

A conventional column driver further includes 384 digital to analog converters

10 (one for each subpixel). Once all of the digital pixel data for each subpixel in the

complete row has been loaded into all the column drivers 160a through 160h, each six

bit subpixel (red, green and blue) is converted within each column driver 160a through

160h into an analog red, green or blue signal which is then buffered and driven to the

column electrodes of the display. Accordingly, each column driver requires 384 digital

15 to analog converters, one for each subpixel, and the converters may be six bit or eight

bit converters (depending upon the bit depth of the particular drive system involved).

After all of the digital pixel data in all column drivers have been converted into analog

signals, the analog red, green and blue signals are buffered in order to generate

sufficient current and driven to the column electrodes of the display.

20 Typically, one row of data is provided in 16 jisec one pixel at a time at a pixel

rate of 65MHz or two pixels at a time at a pixel rate of 32.5 MHz. This 16 fisec is

divided between the column drivers since each column driver receives digital pixel

data sequentially - i.e. after the previous column driver has received all of its digital

pixel data and the enable signal has been activated. Accordingly, as one can see, the

25 amount of time required to transfer the data to each column driver and convert the

data into analog voltages is limited. As active matrix displays become larger, the

implementation and performance of the drive system becomes increasingly difficult to

design. The number of column drivers is increased and the amount of time it takes for

data to be loaded into each column driver and converted to analog signals is

30 decreased, such that the drivers must perform faster as the number of pixels or display

resolution increases.

6
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Accordingly, what is needed is a more efficient system and method for driving
an active matrix liquid crystal display such that as the number of pixels or display

resolution increases, the system and method continues to perform efficiently.

Summary ofthe Invention
5 The invention is for an improved display module driving system having six

digital to analog converters per column driver instead of 384 digital to analog

converters. Moreover, unlike conventional drive systems, the improved display

module driving system does not use a parallel data bus line; but, rather transfers data
serially to each of the column drivers at the same time. This configuration reduces EMI

10 and current consumption and increases processing time allocated for each of the

column drivers to perform the digital to analog conversion.

In one aspect of the invention, the driving system includes a controller which
serially provides digital display data to multiple column drivers via dedicated serial

bus lines rather than one parallel data bus line. The serial bus lines may be two or

15 three bit lines depending upon the number of bits used per RGB subpixel. By having
the digital pixel data transferred serially to each column driver over dedicated serial

bus lines, rather than transferring the pixel data in parallel over a single parallel bus
line, each column driver can receive and process the digital display data at the same
time, thereby allowing each column driver more time in which to process the parallel

20 pixel data.

In a further aspect of the invention, the driving system includes multiple

column drivers for driving column electrodes of an active matrix liquid crystal display.

Each column driver receives digital pixel data serially over a dedicated bus line and
arranges the digital pixel data in parallel. Once the digital pixel data has been

25 arranged into parallel, each subpixel is converted into an analog signal at an earlier

stage of the column driver than in the prior art. The analog signals are then sampled
and held until all column drivers have converted their digital pixel data. Since the

conversion is done at an earlier stage, each column driver only requires six digital to

analog converters rather than 384 digital to analog converters.

W In a further aspect of the invention, each column decoder comprises an analog
sample and hold module which includes six pairs of sample and hold capacitors and
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two different sets of switches. The analog signals are selectively sampled and used to

charge one of the capacitors in each of the six pairs of sample and hold capacitors.

Meanwhile, the other capacitor in each of the six pairs of sample and hold capacitors is

discharged, with the voltage stored on the capacitor being transferred from the

discharging capacitor to a column electrode in order to drive the display. In this way,

the sample and hold capacitors alternately store and release the analog voltages which

are used to drive the column electrodes of the display, thereby allowing the column

decoder to perform at a higher speed.

Description ofthe Drawings

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional prior art active matrix liquid crystal display

drive system;

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional block diagram of a conventional column driver;

FIG. 3 illustrates a functional block diagram for a display drive system in

accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates the serial transfer of digital pixel data from the timing

controller to each of the individual column drivers in the system of the present

invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a functional block diagram for a preferred embodiment of a

controller used within a display drive system in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates a functional block diagram for a preferred embodiment of a

column driver used within a display drive system in accordance with the present

invention; and

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram showing the operations of a preferred

embodiment for a column driver used with a display driver system in accordance with

the present invention.

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 3 illustrates a display drive system in accordance with the present

invention. An active matrix display is driven by gate modules 380a through 380d and

column drivers 340a through 340h. Due to spatial limitations, FIG.3 only shows

column drivers 340a, 340b, 340c and 340h. However, it is understood that in the drive

system of the present invention, in order to drive an active matrix display having a

8
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resolution of 1024 pixels x 768 pixels, eight column drivers are used, with each column
driver supporting 384 subpixels or memory cells the rows of the active matrix display.

As shown in FIG.3, a timing controller 300 is coupled to the eight column
drivers 340a through 340h and four gate modules 380a through 380d. The gate
modules 380a through 380d provide row voltages to the active matrix display in order
to activate the display cells in each row of the display. The timing controller 300 stores
digital pixel data for the image to be displayed and provides the digital pixel data to
the column drivers 340a through 340h. The digital data is preferably stored within a
pair of memory modules 310a and 310b within the timing controller 300.

The memory modules 310a and 310b are preferably each comprised of a matrix
of memory cells arranged into rows and columns. Digital pixel data for an image to be
displayed on the active matrix display are received by the timing controller 300 from
an exterior source, such as a CD-Rom, a hard disk drive, or a modem connected to the
intranet/internet. The digital pixel data for the image to be displayed is preferably
stored in each of the memory modules 310a and 310b of the timing controller on a row
by row basis as it is received. Preferably, the timing controller stores a first row of
digital pixel data in one of the memory modules 310a or 310b, while a second row of
digital pixel data is stored in the other memory module 310a or 310b. In this way,
when the digital pixel data are read from one memory module 310a or 310b, digital
pixel data for a next row in the image to be displayed can be loaded into the other
memory module 310a or 310b such that the two memory modules 310a and 310b are
alternatively read from and written to until all of the digital pixel data for each of the
rows of the image to be displayed have been processed and displayed. Alternatively,
the timing controller may utilize any other suitable memory device for temporary
storage of separate rows of digital pixel data, such that while one row is being stored in
the memory device another rows is being read from the memory device and processed
for display.

The timing controller 300 provides the digital pixel data to multiple column
drivers 340a through 340h for driving the column electrodes of an active matrix liquid
crystal display. Unlike conventional display driving systems, the timing controller 300
of the present invention is coupled to each of the multiple column drivers 340a through
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340h by multiple dedicated bus lines 325a through 325h, with one dedicated bus line

per column driver. Preferably, each dedicated bus line 325a through 325h is a three bit

bus line. Alternatively, each dedicated bus line may be a two bit bus line.

In operation, digital pixel data for an entire row are retrieved by the timing

5 controller 300, from a memory in the timing controller 300, on a parallel basis for each

of the column drivers 340a through 340h. The digital pixel data is then divided into

eight parallel segments, with one parallel segment for each column driver 340a

through 340h. The digital pixel data in each parallel segment is then converted into

serial and transferred to the column drivers 340a through 340h through the dedicated

JO bus lines 325a through 325h. Accordingly, the complete digital pixel data for a single

row in the image to be displayed is transferred to each of the column drivers 340a

through 340h concurrently, such that any one column driver receives its individual

segment of serial digital pixel data at the same time each of the other column drivers

receives their individual segment of serial digital pixel data. Accordingly, each column

15 driver 340a through 340h is able to begin processing its segment of serial digital pixel

data without having to wait for digital pixel data to be transferred to each of the other

column drivers. Therefore, unlike conventional column drivers, the column drivers

340a through 340h of the present invention do not require an enable signal before they

are loaded.

20 More specifically, the digital pixel data for display across a first row of an active

matrix liquid crystal display is retrieved from the memory of the timing controller 300

and divided or broken into segments.^Preferably, each segment is 128 pixels in length

or 384 RGB subpixels. Each segment of digital pixel data is then serially transferred to

a corresponding column driver 340a through 340h over the appropriate corresponding

25 dedicated bus line 325a through 325h. Thus, digital pixel data from a first segment is

serially transferred to column driver 340a over dedicated bus line 325a; while, at the

same time, digital pixel data from a last segment is transferred to column driver 340h

over dedicated bus line 325h. In this way, the digital pixel data is transferred to each

column driver serially such that each column driver receives the digital pixel data

30 which corresponds with its segment of the row, without having to wait for the

previous column drivers to receive their respective segments.
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FIG. 4 further illustrates the concept of how digital pixel data is transferred from
the timing controller 300 to each of the individual column drivers 340a through 340h.
FIG. 4 shows a stream of digital pixel data 400 which represents a row in the active

matrix liquid crystal display 100. The complete digital pixel data is actually made up
of 1024 pixels which is comprised of 18,432 bits, with each pixel in the row having a red
subpixel of six bits in length, a green subpixel of six bits in length, and a blue subpixel
of six bits in length. However, for simplicity sake in understanding the basic

operations of the present invention, the digital pixel data shown is made up of blocks
with each block representing a pixel. The total number of pixels is not the same and is

reduced for purposes of illustration.

As shown, in FIG. 4, the complete row of parallel digital pixel data is divided up
into eight sections 410a through 410h (one section for each column driver 340a through
340h). A first section 410a of the complete row of parallel digital pixel data is to be
transferred to column driver 340a, a second section 410b of the complete row of
parallel digital pixel data is to be transferred to column driver 340b, etc. However,
before the sections 410a through 410h are transferred to their respective column
drivers, they are each converted into a segment of serial digital pixel data, one pixel at

a time. The process of converting the sections from parallel digital pixel data to serial

digital pixel data progresses sequentially through all 128 pixels corresponding with the
column driver.

Accordingly, the first section of parallel digital pixel data 410a is converted into
a segment of serial digital pixel data one pixel at a time until all 28 pixels have been
converted. The segment of serial pixel data is then transferred serially over the

dedicated bus line 325a to the first column driver 340a. For a six bit pixel depth design
(wherein each subpixel is represented by six bits), the dedicated bus line 325a is

preferably two bits wide, such that two pixels may be serially transmitted over the

dedicated bus line 325 two bits at a time (one bit over each bitline) for each MCLOCK
pulse. Accordingly, all bits for the red subpixels, the green subpixels and the blue

subpixels in two pixels are serially transmitted over the two bit lines within 18

MCLOCK pulses. The 128 pixels of data sent to a single column driver will require

1152 clock cycles at one bit per line per clock cycle for a clock rate of 65MHz.

11
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In an alternative embodiment for an eight bit pixel depth design (wherein each

subpixel is represented by eight bits), each dedicated bus line is three bit lines wide,

such that three bits are transmitted at the same time (one over each bit line) for each

MCLOCK pulse. Accordingly, in this alternative embodiment, all bits for the red

5 subpixel, the green subpixel and the blue subpixel are serially transmitted over the

three bit lines within 16 MCLOCK pulses. The 128 pixels of data sent to a single

column driver will require 1024 clock cycles at one bit per line per clock cycle for a

clock rate of 65MHz. Alternately, the digital pixel data may be sent at half the clock

rate and sampled on both rising and falling edges of the clock pulse.

JO A second section of parallel digital pixel data 410b is converted into a segment

of serial digital pixel data one pixel at time until all 128 pixels have been converted.

The segment of serial pixel data is then transferred over dedicated bus line 325b to the

second column driver 340b, preferably two pixels at a time. Once again, in the

preferred embodiment for a six bit pixel depth (wherein each subpixel is represented

15 by six bits), the dedicated bus line 325b is preferably two bits wide, such that all bits for

the red subpixels, the green subpixels and the blue subpixels in two pixels are serially

transmitted over the two bit lines within 18 MCLOCK pulses.

The process is the same for all eight sections 410a through 410h of the complete

row of parallel digital pixel data. All eight sections 410a through 410h are converted

20 into segments of serial digital pixel data, which are then transferred to the appropriate

column driver 340a through 340h, over a corresponding dedicated bus line 325a

through 325h. It is understood that alternative embodiments may exist in the transfer

of the segments of serial digital pixel data from the timing controller 300 to the column

drivers 340a through 340h so long as the parallel digital pixel data is divided up into

25 sections, the sections are arranged in serial segments of digital pixel data, and the

segments of digital pixel data are transmitted over the dedicated bus lines 325a

through 325h.

FIG. 5 illustrates a preferred embodiment for a timing controller 200 used within

a display drive system in accordance with the present invention. As shown the

30 controller 200 includes a driver and gate timing control circuit 500, a data path control

circuit 510, two separate memory modules 520a and 520b and a parallel to serial
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converter 525. In a preferred embodiment, the two separate memory modules are able
to hold 1024 digital pixel data having six bit red, green and blue subpixels, such that
each memory can store 18432 bits of digital pixel data (1024 pixels x 3 subpixels x 6 bits
per subpixel). In an alternative embodiment, each of the two separate memory
modules are able to hold 1024 pixels of digital pixel data having eight bit red, green
and blue subpixels, such that each memory can store 24576 bits of digital data (1024
pixels x 3 subpixels x 8 bits per subpixel). Each memory is preferably matrix of
memory cells arranged in rows and columns. Alternatively, any other appropriate
temporary data storage means may be used as memory

Digital pixel data is read in through the six bit RGB signal lines from an external
source, such as a CD-Rom and stored in the two separate memory modules 525a and
525b on a row-by-row basis. Accordingly, digital pixel data for a first row of a 1024
pixel image is stored in the first memory. As that data is read out into the column
drivers, digital pixel data for a second row of a 1024 pixel image is stored in the second
memory. When all of the data from the first memory has been transferred to the
column drivers, the second memory begins transferring the digital pixel data for the
second row out to the column decoders while the first memory stores the data for the
third row of the image. This way, while one memory is reading out data to the column
drivers, the other memory is receiving in data from the external source, such as a CD-
Rom. The data path control circuit 510 controls which memory receives the input
digital image data from the external source and which memory reads out digital pixel
data to the column drivers.

In the present invention, the controller 200 includes a parallel so serial data
converter 525. Unlike convention controllers, the digital pixel data is provided serially
to each of the column drivers 340a through 340h, over dedicated bus lines 325a
through 325h rather than a parallel data bus line. The parallel to serial data converter
525 retrieves data from the memory in parallel and divides the data into segments,
wherein the number of segments is equal to the number of column drivers. Each
segment is then converted into serial data and transferred to the appropriate column
driver via the corresponding dedicated bus line.

13
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FIG. 6 illustrates a preferred embodiment for a column driver 340a used within

a display drive system in accordance with the present invention. As shown, the

column driver 340a includes a frequency divider 610 which is coupled to a shift

register 630, which is further coupled to an analog sample and hold module 640. The

5 column driver 340a further includes a serial to parallel converter 620 which is coupled

between the frequency divider 610 and a digital to analog converter module 625. The

digital to analog converter module 625 is comprised of six individual digital to analog

converters 635a through 635f. The digital to analog converter module 625 is also

coupled to the analog sample and hold module 640. Finally, the column driver

10 includes a buffer 650 which is coupled to the analog sample and hold module.

In operation, the column driver 340a receives the segments of serial digital pixel

data at the serial to parallel converter 620 and converts the digital pixel data from serial

format into parallel, such that each subpixel (red, green and blue) is rearranged into six

parallel bits. Preferably, the parallel digital pixel data is then fed into the digital to

15 analog converter module 625 two pixels at a time over a thirty six bit bus line, such that

each of the six digital to analog converters 635a through 635f receives one six bit

- subpixel.

As explained above, the digital to analog converter module 625 is preferably

comprised of six individual digital to analog converters 635a through 635f, with each

20 individual digital to analog converter 635a through 635f configured for converting a

six bit subpixel from digital pixel data into an analog signal. The digital to analog

converter module 625 preferably has at least sixteen different reference voltages.

Therefore, each six bit subpixel is converted into one of the at least sixteen different

reference voltages. Accordingly, there are two pixels input to the digital to analog

25 converter 625 and six analog signals are output, one analog signal for each six bit red,

green and blue subpixel in the two pixels.

In an alternative embodiment, the digital pixel data may be transferred to the

digital to analog converter module 625 more than two pixels at a time. In this

alternative embodiment, the digital to analog converter module 625 would require

30 more than six individual digital to analog converters 635a through 635f For example,

the digital to analog converter 625 may receive the digital pixel data four pixels at a
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time over a 72 bitline bus. However, unlike the prior art, in the present invention it is

not required that all subpixels be converted at the same time and, accordingly, 384
digital to analog converters are not needed. Moreover, it is understood that the
number of references voltages may be varied and alternate embodiments having more
or less reference voltages are intended to be covered herein.

Preferably, six analog signals are output from the digital to analog converter
module 625 after every two pixels are converted, one analog signal for each digital to
analog converter 635a through 635h. The analog signals are output over a six line bus
which is sampled by the sample and hold module 640. The frequency divider 610 and
the shift register 630 control the sampling rate of the sample and hold module 640.
Preferably, the shift register 630 is preferably a 64 stage shift register, wherein six
analog signals (one for each subpixel in two pixels) are sampled at each stage.

Accordingly, as the digital to analog converter module 625 converts the digital pixel
data, two pixels at a time, it outputs six analog signals which are then sampled as the
shift register cycles through each of its 64 stages. Therefore, by the time the shift

register 630 has cycled through to its sixty-fourth stage, all 384 different analog signals
(one for each subpixel) have been sampled. In this way, after cycling through all 64
stages, three different red, green and blue analog signals for each of the 128 pixels have
been completely sampled by each column driver. The sample and hold circuit

preferably uses a dual capacitor arrangement such that the analog signals for each of
the two pixels can be sampled and stored in each of the capacitors alternatively.

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram showing the operations of a preferred
embodiment for a column driver used with a display driver system in accordance with
the present invention. Each column driver includes 64 stages, wherein there are six
analog signals output from each stage. For simplicity of understanding and due to
spatial constraints, only the first three stages 702a through 702c have been shown in
FIG. 7. However, as is shown in the diagram of FIG. 7, and explained further below,
the stages 702b and 702c are identical in structure and performance. Moreover, the
other 61 stages which are not depicted in FIG. 7 are also share the same structure and
performance as those shown in stages 702b and 702c of FIG. 7. Accordingly, it is not
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necessary to show all 64 stages in order to understand the operations of a column

driver designed in accordance with the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, each stage 702a through 702c contains a flip flop 710 having

a data input D and two outputs Q and QN. Preferably, the flip flop 710 is used as a

5 latch having a clock signal input which activates the latch whenever the clock signal is

active. The clock signal is actually the sampling clock signal 660 which is output from

the frequency divider 610 in the column driver, as shown in FIG. 6. In the preferred

embodiment, each flip flop 710 is activated when the sampling clock signal 660

transitions from low to high. The flip flops 710 are each used to activate their

J0 corresponding stage 702a through 702c, such that the first flip flop 710a activates stage

702a, the second flip flop 710b activates stage 702b, and so on. Operations of the flip

flops 710 are described in further detail herein.

Each stage further contains a first set of six switches 780 (indicated as 780a

through 780c and surrounded by broken lines in FIG. 7) and six pairs of analog sample

15 and hold capacitors. The six pairs of analog sample and hold capacitors are each

comprised of a first capacitor and a second capacitor, with the anodes of the first

capacitor in each pair being coupled to a respective switch terminal A, and the anodes

of the second capacitor in each pair being coupled to a respective switch terminal B.

The cathodes of both capacitors in each pair of the six pairs of analog sample and hold

20 capacitors are coupled to a ground signal.

The flips flops 710 are all coupled to the sampling clock signal 660 which is

output from the frequency divider 610 (FIG. 6). The data input D to the first flip flop

710a in each column driver is coupled to the enable signal from the timing controller

200 (Fig. 5) . The data input D of each subsequent flip flop in the other 63 stages is

25 coupled to the output Q from the previous flip-flop. This configuration embodies the

shift register 630 of the column driver.

In referring to FIG. 7, it should be readily understood how the shift register 630

operates and cycles through 64 stages. When the enable signal and the sampling clock

signal are both active, the first stage flip flop 710a latches the enable signal through to

30 its output Q. Since the output Q from the first stage flip flop 710a is coupled to the

data input D of the second stage flip flop 710b, the next time the sampling clock signal
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and the enable signal are both active, the second stage flip flop 710b latches the enable
signal through to its output Q. Once again, since the output Q from the second stage
flip flop 710b is coupled to the data input D of the third stage flip flop 710c, the next
time the sampling clock and the enable signal are both active, the enable signal is

latched through the third stage flip flop to its output Q. This process repeats through
64 stages until the enable signal has been latched through all 64 flip flops.

The outputs Q from each of the 64 flip flops are also coupled to first inputs A of
a pair of AND gates 750a and 750b. The inputs B of both AND gates 750a and 750b are
coupled to a load signal, with one of the inputs B on one of the AND gates 750b being
inverted. It is understood in referring to FIG. 7 that this configuration ensures that the
outputs from the AND gates 750a and 750b alternate, such that when the output from
one AND gate 750a is high, the output from the other AND gate 750b is low. The
outputs from both AND gates 750a and 750b are coupled to each of the six switches in
the first set of switches 780a through 780c, and are used to alternately activate the
switches. For example, when the output from one AND gate 750a goes high, the
switches are activated to a first position and when the output from the other AND gate
750b goes high, the switches are activated to a second position, thereby causing all six
switches in the first set of switches 780a through 780c to alternate back and forth
between first and second positions as the outputs from the two AND gates 750a and
750b alternate.

FIG. 8 shows a close-up view of the first stage 702a and further illustrates the
operations of the first set of switches 780a and the second set of switches 790a. It is

understood that the first set of switches 780a and the second set of switches 790a are
identical in configuration in each stage, accordingly, the switches operate the same way
in each stage. It is further understood that the first set of switches 780a in each stage
only operate when the outputQ from the flip flop is valid for that stage.

As shown in FIG. 8, each stage contains six switches in a first set of switches
780a and six switches in a second set of switches. An end terminal C of each switch in
the first set of switches 780a is coupled to one of six analog signal lines (aO through a5)
which are output from the digital to analog converter 625 (FIG. 6). The analog signals
(aO through a5) represent the analog voltage for each of the subpixels in two separate
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pixels. Each switch in the first set of switches 780a also has a first terminal A and a

second terminal B such that when the switch is in a first position, the end terminal C is

couple to the first terminal A, and when the switch is a second position, the end

terminal C is coupled to the second terminal B. The first terminal A is coupled to an

5 anode of a first capacitor in a corresponding pair of capacitors from the six pairs of

capacitors. The terminal B of each switch is coupled to the anode of the second

capacitor in the corresponding pair of capacitors from the six pairs of capacitors.

The first set of switches 780a are used to couple one of the analog signal lines (aO

through a5) to one of the capacitors in a corresponding capacitor pair from the six pairs

JO of capacitors, in order to store the analog voltage level from the analog signal line (aO

through a5) for that subpixel onto one of the capacitors. Voltages are alternately stored

for each subsequent row, such that when each switch in the first set of switches 780a is

in the first position, the voltage level for the corresponding subpixels in a particular

row are stored on the first capacitors in each of the six capacitor pairs and when each

J5 switch in the first set of switches 780a is in the second position, the voltage level for the

corresponding subpixels in a subsequent row are each stored on the second capacitors

in the six capacitor pairs.

Further, as shown in FIG. 8, a second set of six switches 790a are present in each

of the 64 stages and are used to alternately transfer the voltages out from the sample

20 and hold capacitor pairs one row at a time. The voltages stored on each of the

capacitors in the six capacitor pairs are alternately transferred through the outputs of

the analog sample and hold module 640 to the buffer 650. Each switch in the second

set of six switches 790a is coupled to the load signal, which activates the switch. The

load signal alternates polarity as each new row of digital pixel data is to be displayed

25 in order to trigger operation of the six switches in the second set of switches 790a.

Again, each switch in the second set of switches 790a alternates between switch

terminals A and B. Additionally, each switch in the second set of switches 790a

includes an end terminal G which is coupled to one of the 384 outputs of the analog

sample and hold module 640. Each stage outputs 6 analog voltages to the column

30 electrodes of the display. There are 64 stages and, accordingly, there are 384 output

signals.
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In operation, the second set of switches 790a are arranged to switch in the
opposite direction from the first set of switches 780a, such that when each switch in

the second set of switches 790a is in a first position, the switch terminal B is coupled to

the end terminal G and when each switch is in a second position, the switch terminal A
is coupled to the end terminal G. The second set of switches 790a through 790c are

alternately switched back and forth between terminals A and B in order to alternately

transfer the voltages stored on each of the capacitors out to the column electrodes on a
row by row basis.

Accordingly, to summarize the operation of the first and second sets of switches
780a and 790a, when each stage is activated by the Q output from its corresponding
flip flop 710, each switch in the first set of switches 780a transitions from one position
to another in order to alternately store the analog signals (aO through a5) on each of the
capacitors in the six capacitor pairs. Accordingly, if each switch in the first set of
switches 780a transitions to a first position, the first capacitor in each capacitor pair is

connected to one of the analog voltage signal lines (aO through a5) through terminal C
such that the corresponding voltage is then stored on the first capacitor through switch
terminals C and A. At the same time, each switch in the second set of switches 790a
also transitions in order to alternately transfer the stored voltages out to a buffer 650 in
order to drive the column electrodes. Therefore, using the same example provided
earlier in describing the operation of the first set of switches 780a, when the first set of
switches 780a are each in a first position, each switch in the second set of switches 790a
is also in a first position such that the^second capacitor in each capacitor pair is

connected to the buffer 650 through terminal G such that the voltage which was
previously stored on that second capacitor is driven through switch terminals B and G
to the buffer. Therefore, the analog voltages from the voltage signal lines (aO through
a5) are alternately stored and transferred, such that while one capacitor in the pair is

storing the appropriate voltage level for the subpixel in a subsequent or next row, the
other is providing a previously stored voltage level for the subpixel in the current row
to the buffer in order to drive the column electrodes.

Finally, the 384 outputs from each of the six capacitor pairs in all 64 stages of the
analog sample and hold module 640 are each coupled to an individual buffer within
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the buffer module 650. The individual buffers receive the analog voltage levels from

the capacitors through the second set of switches and generate sufficient current levels

in order to drive the column electrodes of the display.

While the present invention has been described in terms of six and eight bit

5 pixel depth, it is understood that the invention is not intended to be limited to the same

and may be utilized in alternate designs having greater or smaller pixel depth.

Moreover, although the invention has been described in terms of driving a display

having a resolution of 1024 pixels x 768 pixels, it is understood that the invention is not

intended to be limited to such a display resolution; but, rather, is intended for future

10 implementation in larger scale displays, In such a case, additional column drivers

designed in conformity with the specifics details and embodiments set forth herein

may be utilized. Because all column drivers receive their segment of the digital pixel

data for the row to be displayed at the same time, the number of column drivers and

the size of the display may be increased more easily than that which was available in

15 prior art drive system designs.
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1
.

A display drive system comprising:

a plurality of column drivers; and

a timing controller coupled to each column driver in the plurality of

column drivers, for providing a row of digital pixel data to the

plurality of column drivers, wherein the digital pixel data is

divided into segments and each segment is serially provided to

one of the column drivers in the plurality of column drivers via a

dedicated serial bus coupled between the timing controller and the

column driver such that the entire row of digital pixel data is

provided to the plurality of column drivers at the same time.

2. The display drive system of claim 1, wherein each column driver in the

plurality of column drivers comprises a serial to parallel converter which receives the
serially provided segment of digital pixel data and rearranges the segment into parallel

pixel data until all of the pixels in the segment have been received and arranged into

parallel.

3. The display drive system of claim 2, wherein each column driver in the

plurality of column drivers further comprises a digital to analog converter module
coupled to the serial to parallel converter, for converting each pixel in the parallel pixel

data into analog red, green and blue signals.

25

4. The display drive system of claim 3 wherein the digital to analog

converter module converters the parallel pixel data into analog red, green and blue

signals two pixels at a time, such that there are six digital to analog converters within
the digital to analog converter module, with a first digital to analog converter

generating an analog red signal for a first pixel, a second digital to analog converter
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generating an analog green signal for the first pixel, a third digital to analog converter

generating an analog blue signal for the first pixel, a fourth digital to analog converter

generating an analog red signal for a second pixel, a fifth digital to analog converter

generating an analog green signal for the second pixel, and a sixth digital to analog

5 converter generating an analog blue signal for the second pixel.

5. The display drive system of claim 3, wherein each column driver in the

plurality of column drivers further comprises an analog sample and hold module

coupled to the digital to analog converter module for sampling the analog red, green

and blue signals for each pixel in the parallel pixel data, one group of pixels at a time.

10 6. The display driver system of claim 5, wherein the analog sample and

hold module samples the analog red, green and blue signals of each pixel in the

parallel pixel data, two pixels at a time such that a total of six analog signals are

sampled at the same time.

7. The display driver system of claim 5, wherein the analog sample and

1 5 hold module includes a plurality of first capacitors, one first capacitor for sampling

each red, green and blue signal for each pixel in the group of pixels.

8. The display driver system of claim 5, wherein the analog sample and

hold circuit includes a plurality of first and second capacitor pairs, each first capacitor

for sampling the red, green and blue signal for each pixel in the group of pixels from

20 parallel pixel data for a first display row, each second capacitor for sampling the

analog red, green and blue signals for each pixel in the group of pixels from parallel

pixel data in a next display row.

9. The display driver system of claim 8, with each first capacitor providing

the sampled analog red, green and blue signals to a plurality of column electrodes
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while each second capacitor samples the analog red, green and blue signals for each
pixel in the group of pixels from parallel pixel data in the next display row.

10. A system for driving a display comprising:

a timing controller for receiving digital pixel data, dividing the digital

pixel data into a plurality of segments of digital pixel data and
serially providing the plurality of segments to a plurality of

column drivers; and

a plurality of column drivers, each column driver coupled to the timing

controller via a separate bus line, wherein each column driver

receives a particular segment in the plurality of segments via the

separate bus line, and further wherein each column driver

switches the serially provided segment of digital pixel data into

parallel digital pixel data, converts the parallel digital pixel data

into analog signals, and provides the analog signals to a plurality

of column electrodes for driving the display.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the timing controller comprises:

a pair of first and second memory modules for receiving and storing the

digital pixel data, wherein a first row of digital pixel data is stored

in the first memory module and a second row of digital pixel data

is stored the second memory module;

a data path control circuit coupled to the pair of first and second memory
modules for routing the first row of digital pixel data to the first

memory module and routing the second row of digital pixel data

to the second memory module; and

a parallel to serial converter coupled to the pair of first and second

memory modules for retrieving the first row of digital pixel data

from the first memory module in a parallel format, dividing the

digital pixel data into a plurality of segments, converting each
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segment from parallel format into serial format, and providing

each segment in the plurality of segments to a corresponding

column driver in the plurality of column drivers via the separate

bus line.

5 12. The system of claim 11, wherein an enable signal is coupled between the

timing controller and each column driver in the plurality of column drivers and is used

to activate each column driver, thereby allowing the plurality of column drivers to

receive their respective segments at the same time.

13. The system of claim 10, wherein each column driver in the plurality of

column drivers comprises:

a serial to parallel converter for receiving the segment of serially

formatted digital pixel data over the separate bus line and

converting the segment into a parallel format one pixel at a time;

a digital to analog converter coupled to the serial to parallel converter for

converting each pixel in the parallel formatted segment of digital

pixel data into analog red, green and blue signals;

an analog sample and hold module coupled between the digital to analog

converter and the plurality of column electrodes for sampling the

analog red, green and blue signals of each pixel, storing the

sampled analog red, green and blue signals, and releasing the

samples of the analog red, green and blue signals to the plurality

of column electrodes for driving the display.

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the digital to analog converter module

25 converters each pixel in the parallel formatted segment of digital pixel data into analog

red, green and blue signals two pixels at a time, such that there are at least six digital to

analog converters within the digital to analog converter module, with a first digital to

analog converter generating an analog red signal for a first pixel, a second digital to

analog converter generating an analog green signal for the first pixel, a third digital to
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analog converter generating an analog blue signal for the first pixel, a fourth digital to
analog converter generating an analog red signal for a second pixel, a fifth digital to

analog converter generating an analog green signal for the second pixel, and a sixth

digital to analog converter generating an analog blue signal for the second pixel.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the analog sample and hold module
samples the analog red, green and blue signals of each pixel, two pixels at a time such
that a total of six analog signals are sampled at the same time.

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the analog sample and hold module
includes a plurality of sample and hold capacitor pairs having a first capacitor and a
second capacitor, and further wherein the first capacitor and the second capacitor in
each analog sample and hold module alternately store and release the samples of the
analog red, green and blue signals.

17. A timing controller for controlling a plurality of column drivers which
are each coupled to the timing controller via a separate bus line, in order to drive a
display, the timing controller comprising:

a pair of first and second memory modules for receiving and storing

digital pixel data, wherein a first row of digital pixel data is stored

in the first memory module and a second row of digital pixel data

is stored the second memory module;

a parallel to serial converter for retrieving the first row of digital pixel

data from the first memory module in a parallel format, dividing

the digital pixel data into segments, converting each segment from
parallel format into serial format, and providing each segment of

the serially formatted first row of digital pixel data to a

corresponding column driver in the plurality of column drivers

via the separate bus line.

25
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18. A column driver for driving a plurality of column electrodes of a display,

comprising:

a serial to parallel converter for serially receiving digital pixel data

representing a segment of a display row and converting the digital

5 pixel data into a parallel format;

a digital to analog converter coupled to the serial to parallel converter for

receiving the parallel formatted digital pixel data and converting

the parallel formatted digital pixel data into analog signals;

an analog sample and hold circuit for sampling the analog signals,

10 storing the samples and providing the samples of the analog

signals to a plurality of column electrodes for driving the display.

19. The column driver of claim 18, wherein the analog sample and hold

circuit includes a plurality of capacitor pairs having a first capacitor and a second

capacitor such that each capacitor may alternately store the analog signal samples and

15 provide the samples to the column electrodes.

20. A method for driving a display comprising the steps of

receiving a current row of digital pixel data and storing the current row

of digital pixel data in a first memory module;

retrieving the current row of digital pixel data in parallel format from the

20 first memory module, dividing the current row of digital pixel

data into a number of current row segments, converting each

current row segment into a current row serial data stream; and

providing each current row serial data stream to a corresponding column

driver in a plurality of column drivers, wherein each current row

25 serial data stream is provided to a corresponding column driver

via a dedicated bus line.
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21. The method of claim 20, further comprising the steps of:

receiving each current row serial data stream at the corresponding

column driver and converting the current row serial data stream
into current row parallel digital data one pixel at a time;

5 converting the current row parallel digital data into current row analog
red, green and blue signals;

sampling the current row analog red, green and blue signals and holding
the samples; and

providing the samples to a plurality of column electrodes for driving the
1® display.

22. The method of claim 20, comprising the further steps of:

receiving a next row of digital pixel data and storing the next row of

digital pixel data in a second memory module, and performing
this step while the steps of retrieving the current row of digital

pixel data from the first memory module and providing each
current row serial data stream are being performed;

retrieving the next row of digital pixel data in parallel from the second
memory module, dividing the next row of digital pixel data into a
number of next row segments, converting each next row segment
into a next row serial data stream; and

providing each next row serial data stream to a corresponding column
driver in the plurality of column drivers, wherein each next row
seriaI data stream ^ provided to a corresponding column driver

25 via a dedicated bus line.

15

20
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23. The method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of:

receiving each next row serial data stream at the corresponding column

driver and converting the next row serial data stream into parallel

digital data one pixel at a time;

converting the parallel digital data into analog red, green and blue

signals;

sampling the analog red, green and blue signals and holding the samples;

and

providing the samples to the plurality of column electrodes for driving

the display.

28

BNSDOCID: <WO 998351 3A2JA>

5

10



WO 99/63513
PCT/US99/I2653

o o o
iti in

o o o
CE CD CD

vISDOCID: <WO 9963513A2JA>

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)



WO 99/63513 PCT/US99/12653

2/8

co
cc
o>
co in
© 52

CO

UJ

5s-
—I co

01-2

CD
CO

\
o

•— *
-a .E
CD _l
"5 «>

5«
CO CD

CO ==
Q 2— co
CP CLX
=

1

Q co

CO
Q_

"coQ

CO
CM

CD

CD
cr

O

CM
CM

to
CO

J3
CO

CO
CO

=> CM
CD

c
DC
o
DC
D_

CM

CD

^1-

CO
CO

CO
CO CD
CO -o

o>
O

CO ec

CD CD

CO cr

E
"o> o
o o
co
ec
<C

"5
o

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

BNSDOCID: <WO 9963513A2JA>



WO 99/63513
PCT/US99/12653

E

o
o
o

CO

oo
E co

oo

oO

CO

cd
>

oO

szm
CM
CO
CD
c

CO

CO

X5

o

CD

Q

o
to
CM
CO
o>
cr

CO
=5
CO
"O
CD

*coo
-o
CDO

CD

O -o

oO

>-
<:

a.
CO

QO
I

><

DC

UJ>
O

CO

CD

oo

CO
CO
r^.

X
m
CD

DC
x

CMO

LO
CM
CO
CD

CO
33

CO

"O
£
o

CDQ

CO
LO
CM
CO
CD
cr

CO
T3
CD

00o

CD>
O CD

E co

oO

CO
CD
O)
CO

_o .

CO

CDQ

_0)

"o

O 3 ^
|1"

o o
CO

4SDOC ID: <WO 9963513A2_IA> SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)



WO 99/63513 PCT/US99/12653

CT3

_OJ Q
CO "qj

CO .2
Q- Q_

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

BNSDOCID: <WO 996351 3A2JA>



WO 99/63513
PCT/US99/12653

CO
c

CO

CO

5/8

to
CVJ
CO

m
CM
CO

tO
CVJ
CO

CD
to
CVJ
CO

"O
LO
CVJ
CO

o
to
CVJ
CO

in
CVJ
CO

LO
CVJ
CO

929
jajjeAuoQ |Bues oj |e||BJBd

to

CD

<zoc w

7
.E o o
E ~ °

I— oO

—IO to

OC

o
in

O

cp
in

CD

_CD

-Q
CO

CO
"5

Q

996351 3A2_IA>

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RUtE 26)



WO 99/63513 PCT/US99/12653

6/8

CO
cz
o>
CO
_a>

-Q
CO
CZ
LU

CD

"co

a: co

CO

CO

CD

=3
-o
o

o
3:
-o
cz o
CO

CO

E
<o
CO

o
CO
cz
<C

14CZ ^
CO

O
O
—i
O

CO

CO

m
CO

oo
CO

CD^ LO
= CO
GO

-3"

oo
CO

CO

CO
cz cz

.E> E
CO _Z3 CO

CD
o>

Co
CDo
O

CO O
Vol lec

o> CL LU

_o
CO o
<:

o
CO
CO

CO

CD

*>

o
>>o
cz
CD
Z3
cr
CD

cz>

CO

CD

To
CO 3

CD <=>

• cz co
-= O
.2 O
CD
CO

CD
_>

O co

E co
_zs

oO

jd

-oO

QJ

CD

CZ
oo

a>

*C £ In^ > wc CO
oo

LO
CNJ

a>

^ CO LOQ => CO

oo
CO

o> co
o
CO

o

"co

o>
Q

CD

*r "C -O^ CD LOq > COC COoo

CD

^ CD LOQ > COC COoo

CO

CD

CO

^- -O CNJ

c a> co
' CO CD
CO o cz

"CO TZJ j
O

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

9963513A2_IA>



WO 99/63513
PCT/US99/12653

nISDOCID: <WO 996351 3A2_IA>

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)



WO 99/63513 PCT/US99/12653

CO

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

BNSDOCID: <WO 9963513A2_IA>



CORRECTED
VERSION*

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
International Bureau

PCT
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) Internationa] Patent Classification 6

G09G 3/36 A3
(11) International Publication Number: WO 99/63513

(43) International Publication Date: 9 December 1999 (09.12.99)

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US99/ 12653

(22) International Filing Date: 4 June 1999 (04.06.99)

(30) Priority Data:
60/088,128 4 June 1998 (04.06.98) US

(71) Applicant: SILICON IMAGE, INC. [US/US); 10131 Bubb
Road, Cupertino, CA 95014 (US).

(72) Inventor: KIM, Eun-Gu; Apartment #278, 20975 Valley Green
Drive, Cupertino, CA 95014 (US).

(74) Agents: CARR, John, R. et al.; Fenwick & West LLP, Two
Palo Alto Square, Palo Alto, CA 94306 (US).

(81) Designated States: AE, AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG,
BR. BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, Fl. GB.
GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU. ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG,
KP

t KR, KZ, LC, LK. LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG. MK,
MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE. SG, SI,

SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, UA, UG. UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZW,
ARIPO patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SL, SZ, UG,
ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ.
TM), European patent (AT, BE, CH. CY, DE, DK, ES, FI,

FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT; SE), OAPI patent
(BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE,
SN, TD, TG).

Published

With international search report.

Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the claims
and to be republished in the event ofthe receipt ofamendments.

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:

4 May 2000(04.05.00)

(54) Title: DISPLAY MODULE DRIVING SYSTEM COMPRISING DIGITAL TO ANALOG CONVERTERS

(57) Abstract

A display module
driving system wherein digital

pixel data for an image to

be displayed is provided
to a plurality of column
drivers on a row by row
basis in serial format over
a plurality of dedicated bus
lines rather than a single

parallel bus line. Digital

pixel data for a complete
image row is divided into

segments, wherein the

number of segments is each
to the number of column
drivers. Each segment is then
serialized and transmitted

to a corresponding column
driver such that the digital

pixel data for an entire row
is transferred to each of the
plurality of column drivers at

the same time. The column
drivers receive the segments
and rearrange the data into

Timing Controller

300

Oedkalad Bus Una 325*

Dedicated Bus Una 325c

Dedicated Bun Una 325D

Oodicofod Bus Una 325a

MCLOCK

CoMm Ottoar

Analog Voltages Output from Column Drivers to Column Electrodes

JL

ACTIVE MATRIX LCD DISPLAY

100

(1024 x R. G, B x 768)

parallel. The pixels are then transferred to a digital to analog converter, preferably two pixels at a time, where each pixel is converted into
analog red. green and blue signals. An analog sample and hold module samples each analog signal for all of the pixels in a given row of
the display and stores the signals in first capacitors of a plurality of sample and hold capacitor pairs. The sample and hold capacitor pairs
allow analog signals to be sampled and held on a row by row basis such that when one capacitor in each pair stores one of the analog red
green and blue voltages for a subsequent row, the other capacitor transfers the analog voltage signal out for a current row to the column
electrodes of the display.

NSDCX:.D:<WO 9963513A3J_>
5 N°' « 0/2000. JSeCttOn H)



If

FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY

Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT.

AL Albania ES Spain LS Lesotho SI Slovenia

AM Armenia FI Finland LT Lithuania SK Slovakia

AT Austria FR France LU Luxembourg SN Senegal

AU Australia GA Gabon LV Latvia SZ Swaziland •

AZ Azerbaijan GB United Kingdom MC Monaco TD Chad

BA Bosnia and Herzegovina GE Georgia MD Republic of Moldova TG Togo

BB Barbados GH Ghana MG Madagascar TJ Tajikistan

BE Belgium GN Guinea MK The former Yugoslav TM Turkmenistan

BF Burkina Faso GR Greece Republic of Macedonia TR Turkey

BG Bulgaria HU Hungary ML Mali TT Trinidad and Tobago

BJ Benin IE Ireland MN Mongolia UA Ukraine

BR Brazil IL Israel MR Mauritania UG Uganda

BY Belarus IS Iceland MW Malawi US United States of America

CA Canada IT Italy MX Mexico uz Uzbekistan

CF Central African Republic JP Japan NE Niger VN Viet Nam

CG Congo KE Kenya NL Netherlands YU Yugoslavia

CH Switzerland KG Kyrgyzstan NO Norway ZW Zimbabwe

CI Cote d'Tvoire KP Democratic People's NZ New Zealand

CM Cameroon Republic of Korea PL Poland

CN China KR Republic of Korea PT Portugal

cu Cuba KZ Kazakstan RO Romania

cz Czech Republic LC Saint Lucia RU Russian Federation

DE Germany LI Liechtenstein SD Sudan

DK Denmark LK Sri Lanka SE Sweden

EE Estonia LR Liberia SG Singapore

BNSDOCID: <WO 0963513A3_I_>



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT
Ink ionai Application Mo

PCT/US 99/12653

> searched

Hectrortc data boaecoraUted during the htemaflonai eeereh (name of date be»e and. where pmcdcaJ. seen* terma ^5)

Category Ctatlonof docunent, wHh Mcatlan. where appropriate. of the relevant passage* Relevant to dakn No.

FR 2 626 705 A (GEN ELECTRIC)
4 August 1989 (1989-08-04)
abstract; figures 1-9
page 5, line 35 -page 12, line 27

US 5 657 040 A (KANBARA MIN0RU)
12 August 1997 (1997-08-12)
abstract; figures 1-6
column 1, line 31 -column 1, line 57

US 5 406 304 A (SHIRAYAHA IWAO)
11 April 1995 (1995-04-11)
abstract; figures 3,4
column 2, line 54 -column 5, line 5

WO 98 12695 A (VIVID SEMICONDUCTOR INC)
26 March 1998 (1998-03-26)
abstract; figure 1

-/-

1,2,20

10,17,22

17,22

10,11,13

10 Patent family members are Isted fci amex.

°A" docP?ent defohg the general state of the ait which Is not
considered to be of particular relevance

-E- ea^doounent but pubiehedon or after the kitemaUonaJ
ning date

V dS2^<3£^^ da*n(s)or
wWch Is cited to estabiteh the publication date of another
citation or other special reason (as specified)

"O" 4^urierrt^erilng to an oraj oJscJoeure, use. exhibition or

T- dposTierrt P}***hed prior to the htemationaJ flng date but
later than the priority date claimed

T later docur^pubOshed after the International flkig date
orpdwttydateajxlnotticor^^the appicattonbut
gtedtounderstan^

V <i^!I^ °* Pe^^aJ" retevance; the claimed kwentkn
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to
twelve an Inventive step when the document la taken alone
d¥¥H?2* Pen?cUar relevance; the claimed Invention

f^I^Irti^Jliy
0^® 8/1 hven

?y_
e «tep when thedecunent Is combfried wfth one or more other suchdocu-mer^euch ccrnbtTatJon being obvious to a person sfdled

doament member of the same patent famly

10 March 2000 17/03/2000
Name and maUng address of the ISA

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL-2280hVRIJswlJc
Tel. (431-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 661 epo nj.
Faac (431-70) 340-3018

Authorized officer

Van Roost, L

^SOOCID: <WO_ _9963513A3_I_> page 1 of 2



2

il\ XHtvTNA IIVJIN/YL. oUAlvl^rl KHJrl^ivi ^ A^ji^*a-— m«DTK tonal MppooaDon no

PCT/US 99/12653

C^Conthuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category" Cttaflon o» ooctjnent wtth ta<fcaflcr«,»tiere appropriate, o« the relevant passage* 1Relevant to dah> No.

A US 5 170 158 A (SHINYA MASAKO)
8 December 1992 (1992-12-08)
abstract; figure 2

5,13

Form PCT/ISAfilO (oorthuatfcn <rf otcond sheet) (Jtiy 1W2)

page 2 of 2
BNSDOCID: <WO 996351 3A3_1_>



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT
i on patent tamrfy i

bin wnaJ Application No

PCT/US 99/12653

Patent document Pibflcation Patent famBy Pitrtcation

cited In search report date members) date

CP 9£9£7ftC A
ft OA-Oft-I QAQ UO lO ill 17?U

PA
1 fl—Oft— 1 QAOiu—uo—i?o?

FTr i CO—

U

1*—1770
FI 890364 A,C 02-08-1989
GB 2215102 A,B 13-09-1989
TT1

1

1 99&(\7A Riccuvm D CO—UD—177

I

jp 1217499 A 31-08-1989
jp 2556576 B 20-11-1996
KR 143417 B 15-07-1998

IIC E£C7A>in AA lc-uo—lyy/ IP /l770/** A U«#—UO—1779
IPur

US 5406304 A 11-04-1995 JP 5224630 A 03-09-1993

WO 9812695 A 26-03-1998 US 5754156 A 19-05-1998
EP 0861484 A 02-09-1998
JP 11507446 T 29-06-1999

US 5170158 A 08-12-1992 OP 2862592 B 03-03-1999
JP 3121415 A 23-05-1991

Farm PCT/I8AA10 (patfrt tuniymmiO (Jiiy 1692)

BNSDOCIO: <WO 9963513A3J_>


